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hymnal Tip 1: Classic Sacred Christmas Songs

Song Title Origins/Author Key Message Notable Features

Joy to the World Isaac Watts, inspired by Psalm
98; melody adapted by Lowell
Mason in the 19th century

Celebrates the glory of
God and the joy of
Christ’s coming

Uplifting, triumphant
melody; inspired by
scripture

O Come, All Ye
Faithful

Latin text "Adeste Fideles"
attributed to John Francis
Wade; English translation by
Frederick Oakeley

Calls believers to come
and worship the
newborn Christ

Stirring melody with a
solemn, reverent tone

Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing

Lyrics by Charles Wesley,
modified by George
Whitefield; melody composed
by Felix Mendelssohn

Proclaims the
redemptive gift and the
peace brought by Christ

Majestic and joyful tone
blending theology with
poetic imagery

Silent Night Joseph Mohr (lyrics) and Franz
Xaver Gruber (music),
originated in Austria in 1818

Depicts the peace and
divinity of Christ’s birth

Serene and
contemplative melody,
globally beloved

O Holy Night Written by Placide Cappeau;
music by Adolphe Adam;
English translation by John
Sullivan Dwight

Highlights redemption,
equality, and hope
through Christ’s birth

Powerful lyrics and a
swelling, emotional
melody

Angels We Have
Heard on High

Traditional French carol
translated by James Chadwick
in the 19th century

Celebrates the angelic
announcement of
Christ’s birth

Features the iconic
"Gloria in excelsis Deo"
refrain

The First Noel Traditional English carol,
originated in the 15th or 16th
century

Recounts the Nativity
story

Heartfelt storytelling
with a plaintive,
hopeful melody

O Come, O Come
Emmanuel

Rooted in medieval
plainchant; English translation
by John Mason Neale

Reflects the longing and
anticipation for the
Messiah’s arrival

Hauntingly beautiful
and reflective tone

O Little Town of
Bethlehem

Composed by Phillips Brooks;
music by Lewis Redner

Reflects on the wonder
and mystery of Christ’s
birth

Serene melody with
introspective lyrics
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Song Title Origins/Author Key Message Notable Features

Away in a Manger Often attributed to Martin
Luther; true origins remain
unclear

Highlights the humility of
Jesus’ birth and his
comforting presence

Gentle, lullaby-like
melody cherished by all
ages
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hymnal Tip 2:  Lesser-Known but Equally Sacred Songs

Song Title Composer/Origin Description

It Came upon the
Midnight Clear

Edmund Sears
(1849)

A hymn highlighting themes of peace and divine
intervention. It depicts angels descending to proclaim
harmony and goodwill, encouraging reflection on serenity
amidst life's struggles.

Angels from the
Realms of Glory

James Montgomery
(1816)

Set to the tune "Regent Square," this hymn summons
shepherds, sages, and all creation to worship Christ the
newborn King, reinforcing themes of adoration and unity.

What Child Is This William Chatterton
Dix (1865)

Adapted from "Greensleeves," this carol reflects on the
nativity story and the wonder of the Incarnation,
characterized by its gentle melody and reflective lyrics.

Go Tell It on the
Mountain

John Wesley Work
Jr. (19th century)

Rooted in African American spiritual tradition, this hymn calls
believers to proclaim the birth of Christ with its uplifting tone
and powerful gospel message.

We Three Kings John Henry Hopkins
Jr. (1857)

Recounts the story of the Magi and their gifts, symbolizing
Christ's kingship, divinity, and sacrifice, blending the
universal reach of His message with prophecy fulfillment.

God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen

Traditional (16th
century)

One of the oldest English carols, focusing on the joyful
tidings of Christ's birth and offering reassurance through the
message of "comfort and joy."

While Shepherds
Watched Their Flocks
by Night

Nahum Tate (1700) A vivid retelling of the angelic announcement to shepherds in
the Gospel of Luke, emphasizing the accessibility of Christ's
message to all, even the humble.

Once in Royal David’s
City

Cecil Frances
Alexander (Poem);
Henry Gauntlett
(Music, 1849)

From the nativity to redemption, this hymn illustrates
Christ's life and ultimate reign, cherished in Lessons and
Carols services for its serene melody.

In the Bleak
Midwinter

Christina Rossetti
(Poem); Gustav
Holst/Harold Darke
(Music)

Contrasts the harshness of winter with the warmth of the
nativity, emphasizing the profound gift of God's love and
challenging listeners to offer gratitude.
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Song Title Composer/Origin Description

I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day

Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (Poem)

Inspired by the American Civil War, this carol juxtaposes
human conflict with the promise of peace, resonating with
themes of hope amidst hardship.
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hymnal Tip 3:  Contemporary Sacred Christmas Songs

Song Title Artist(s) Key Themes Description

He Shall Reign
Forevermore

Chris Tomlin Eternal Kingship,
Praise

A majestic anthem inspired by Isaiah 9:7,
proclaiming Jesus as the everlasting ruler
with orchestral arrangements and a stirring
melody.

Noel Chris Tomlin &
Lauren Daigle

Redemption,
Joy, Hope

An intimate reflection on Christmas,
blending soulful vocals and traditional
elements like "O Come All Ye Faithful."

Light of the World Lauren Daigle Light in
Darkness, Hope

A gentle and heartfelt song centered on
Jesus as the light of the world, echoing the
truth of John 8:12.

Glory (Let There Be
Peace)

Matt Maher Peace,
Reconciliation

Inspired by Luke 2:14, this song emphasizes
peace and goodwill with an uplifting melody
and universal message.

God with Us All Sons &
Daughters

Immanuel,
God’s Presence

A reverent and personal worship song
highlighting the Emmanuel promise with a
stripped-back acoustic arrangement.

His Name Shall Be Matt Redman Prophetic Names
of Christ

A declaration based on Isaiah 9:6,
celebrating Jesus as Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of
Peace.

Hope Has a Name Passion Living Hope,
Faith

An anthem that celebrates Jesus as the
tangible presence of hope, featuring
dynamic arrangements and powerful worship
moments.

Arrival Hillsong Worship Nativity,
Humility

Paints vivid imagery of Jesus' humble
entrance into the world, combining poetic
lyrics with an evocative melody.

Behold Phil Wickham (feat.
Anne Wilson)

Worship,
Reverence, Joy

A radiant anthem inviting worshippers to
"come and behold" the newborn King,
blending uplifting melodies with heartfelt
vocals.
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hymnal Tip 4:  Handel’s Messiah

Section Description Notable Compositions

Introduction and
Birth of Christ

The opening section of Handel’s Messiah reflects the
anticipation and fulfillment of Christ’s birth,
incorporating scripture from Old Testament prophecies
to celebrate the divine promise and the Nativity story.

“For unto us a Child is born,”
“And the glory of the Lord,”
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion”

Christ’s Life and
Ministry

This segment transitions to highlight Christ’s ministry
and sacrificial love. The compositions underscore His
compassionate nature and spiritual teachings, offering
comfort and guidance to listeners.

“He shall feed His flock like a
shepherd,” “Come unto Him,
all ye that labor”

The Passion,
Resurrection, and
Redemption

These powerful sections portray the crucifixion,
resurrection, and redemption. Through detailed
compositions, they bring a heightened emotional and
spiritual impact to the themes of sacrifice and eternal
victory.

“Behold the Lamb of God,”
“He was despised,”
“Hallelujah”

Legacy and Impact Handel’s Messiah remains a cornerstone of Christmas
celebrations, connecting audiences to spiritual truths
through its profound blend of scripture and music. The
enduring popularity stems from its historical
significance and universal appeal.

Premiere in Dublin (1742),
celebrated worldwide; iconic
performances of “Hallelujah”
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