Can't Build an Outdoor Kitchen? Here Are Your Best Options
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Option

Standalone Grills

Portable Cooking
Stations

Modular Cooking

Carts

Semi-Permanent
Units
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Cost
Range

$30 - $400

$150 -
$400

$300 -
$1,200

$1,500 -
$10,000+

Features

Basic charcoal or gas grills
requiring no installation or
permanent setup. Easy to move
and store.

Tabletop grills, compact griddles,
and small cooking islands with
extra features and prep space.

Multi-burner units with storage
and prep space. Allow for
gradual expansion and mobility.

Drop-in grills and modular island
components creating a durable,
expandable outdoor kitchen
setup.

Best For

Renters, small backyards,
modest budgets, and beginners
testing outdoor cooking.

Small backyards, flexibility, and
cooks seeking a middle ground
between standalone and full
setups.

Households wanting flexibility
and the ability to grow their
setup over time.

Frequent cooks, larger budgets,
and those seeking a lasting,
high-quality outdoor cooking
space.
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