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Legend Review 1:  Ichabod Crane, The Man Behind The Legend

Section Content

Ichabod Crane, The Man
Behind The Legend

Washington Irving dedicates significant time to building Ichabod Crane's

character before introducing any ghostly elements.

Understanding Crane's character is key to grasping the resonance of the

legend.

A Schoolmaster From
Connecticut

Ichabod Crane arrives in Sleepy Hollow as a schoolmaster, an awkward

outsider in a tight-knit Dutch farming community.

He is strict but kind with his students and earns extra income by giving

singing lessons. A detail about his vanity regarding his voice is highlighted.

Boarding with local families, he hears ghost stories and enjoys hearty home-

cooked meals.

His Motives And Flaws Literary critics have debated Ichabod's representation. Daniel G. Hoffman

suggests the story portrays a cultural clash between the Yankee newcomer

and the rustic backwoodsman, while Robert Bone emphasizes Ichabod's

materialism.

His superstition, ambition, and appetite make him both a target for mischief

and a character audiences find easy to root against.

The Rival: Brom Bones Brom Van Brunt, or Brom Bones, is a muscular, boisterous prankster and

star horseman of the village.

Brom intimidates Katrina's other suitors, but with Ichabod, he resorts to

pranks such as filling the schoolhouse with smoke or training a dog to howl

at him.

This rivalry sets up the events of the story.

Washington Irving, The
Storyteller

Washington Irving wrote "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" while living in

England.

Published in 1820 as part of "The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.", it

gained Irving international fame.
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Section Content

Born in 1783 in New York City, Irving helped establish the short story as a

serious American literary form.
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Legend Review 2:  What Was The Legend Of Sleepy Hollow

Aspect Description Key Details

The Setting Sleepy Hollow is a small valley
characterized by its slow-moving
time and a supernaturally rich
atmosphere.

Located in present-day Tarrytown, New York,
the valley is described with a "drowsy, dreamy
influence" making its residents prone to belief
in ghosts and omens.

Historical Inspiration Irving tied the legend to American
Revolutionary history rather than
European medieval traditions.

A Hessian soldier decapitated by cannon fire

during a skirmish in 1776 is thought to have

influenced the Headless Horseman's origin.

A Hessian grave exists in Sleepy Hollow

Cemetery.

European Folklore
Connection

The legend may have roots in Irish
folklore, specifically referencing the
fae figure known as the dullahan.

The dullahan is a headless rider carrying his
head and wielding a whip made of a human
spine, a striking parallel to the Headless
Horseman.
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Legend Review 3:  Meeting The Headless Horseman

Section Description Key Events

Meeting The Headless
Horseman

The encounter that gives the story its

name happens late at night, after

Ichabod's hopes with Katrina have been

dashed.

It becomes one of the most vivid chase

scenes in American fiction.

Ichabod's disillusionment leads to a
chilling nighttime episode with the
Headless Horseman.

A Disappointing Night Ichabod attends a gathering at the Van

Tassel farm, optimistic about his

standing with Katrina.

However, after their final conversation,

he leaves dejected.

Disheartened, he begins the fateful ride
home through areas filled with haunting
local ghost lore.

A Dark Figure Joins The
Road

As Ichabod rides past a haunted tree

linked to Major André, he notices a

large, silent figure mounted on a black

horse.

Realizing the rider has no head but

carries it on the saddle, Ichabod is filled

with terror.

The Headless Horseman begins to follow
Ichabod, leading to an urgent and fear-
filled escape attempt.

The Chase To The Bridge Legend says the Headless Horseman

cannot cross the bridge near the

church. Ichabod makes it across but

makes the critical mistake of looking

back.

The Horseman hurls his severed head at

him, unseating Ichabod.

Ichabod races to the bridge in
desperation, but the chase ends
tragically with his fall.

What Was Left Behind By morning, Ichabod's horse returns

alone. Searches find only hoofprints, his

hat, and a smashed pumpkin.

Brom Bones, who marries Katrina later,
laughs knowingly at mentions of the
pumpkin, hinting at a staged chase
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Section Description Key Events

Ichabod disappears from Sleepy Hollow

forever.

rather than a ghostly encounter.
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Legend Review 4:  How The Headless Horseman Compares

Monster Source of Fear Key Characteristics

Dracula Fear of seduction and
supernatural
transformation

An undead nobleman who preys on the living and turns

victims into vampires.

His terror is explicit, elegant, and rooted in his

supernatural nature.

Frankenstein's
Monster

Fear of human ambition
and its consequences

A man-made being, assembled from the dead,
symbolizing the horrors that arise when ambition and
science are pushed too far. Inspires both pity and fear.

Werewolf Fear of transformation
and loss of control

A creature that represents the primal instincts lying

beneath civility, often linked to the cycles of the moon.

Fear emerges from its unpredictable nature.

Headless Horseman Fear of ambiguity and
unresolved tension

A figure rooted in history, where his supernatural status is

intentionally left uncertain.

The story's terror stems from psychological tension rather

than explicit horror.
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Legend Review 5:  Frequently Asked Questions

Question Answer

Was the Headless Horseman
real in the story?

Irving never confirms it either way.

The ending strongly hints that Brom Bones disguised himself as the Horseman

to scare off his rival, but the story deliberately preserves enough mystery that

readers, and the superstitious townsfolk of Sleepy Hollow, can believe

whichever version they prefer.

What happened to Ichabod
Crane at the end?

Ichabod disappears from Sleepy Hollow after the encounter on the bridge.

Only his hat and a smashed pumpkin are found.

Irving later suggests Ichabod moved away and went on to live elsewhere,

though the townspeople prefer the more dramatic explanation that he was

carried off by the Horseman.

Who was Brom Bones, and
why does he matter?

Brom Bones, formally Brom Van Brunt, is Ichabod's rival for Katrina Van

Tassel's affection. He is strong, skilled on horseback, and known for his

pranks.

His behavior after Ichabod's disappearance, particularly his knowing laughter

at the mention of the pumpkin, strongly implies he was behind the Horseman

costume.

Where is Sleepy Hollow
actually located?

Sleepy Hollow is a real village in New York State, located near Tarrytown along

the Hudson River.

Washington Irving used this real geography as the backdrop for his fictional

tale, and the area still embraces its connection to the legend today.

What inspired the Headless
Horseman legend?

Within the story, the Horseman is said to be the ghost of a Hessian soldier

decapitated by a cannonball during the Revolutionary War.

Scholars have also connected the figure to older European folklore, including

the Dullahan of Irish mythology, a headless rider associated with death.

Why is Ichabod Crane
considered an unusual hero?

Ichabod lacks the typical bravery or charm of a conventional protagonist.
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Question Answer

He is superstitious, vain, and motivated as much by Katrina's inheritance as by

affection for her, which has led critics to read him as a satirical figure rather

than a sympathetic one.

How does the Headless
Horseman differ from
monsters like Dracula or
Frankenstein's Monster?

Unlike those overtly supernatural figures, the Horseman's existence is never

definitively confirmed.

His fear comes from ambiguity and historical grounding rather than outright

fantasy, which sets him apart from monsters whose supernatural nature is

never in question.

Why has this story remained
popular for so long?

The combination of vivid small-town atmosphere, a genuinely tense chase
scene, and an ending that refuses to resolve its own central mystery has made
the story adaptable across generations, inspiring countless films, television
adaptations, and retellings since its 1820 publication.
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