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Landscape Principles Segement 1:  Visual Structure & Layout

Principle Description Examples

Visual Structure
& Layout

The foundation of memorable landscapes,
focusing on creating a clear and organized
framework to support all other design
elements.

Establish a sense of order and
purpose before planting.
Use strong structural elements to
guide the eye.

Balance Achieving equal visual weight through
symmetrical or asymmetrical designs based
on style preferences and creating harmony
within the landscape.

Symmetry for formal, traditional
looks like identical hedges or
symmetrical seating areas.
Asymmetry for relaxed designs
using varying elements, such as
diverse plant groupings or
decorative features.

Scale Matching plant and hardscape proportions
to the size of the house and surrounding
environment to ensure visual balance and
harmony.

Small homes suit lower, smaller
plantings like dwarf trees or
ground covers.
Larger homes benefit from grander
choices like specimen trees or wide
beds.

Lines Using straight or curved lines to influence
the movement and mood in a space,
creating either a formal or natural feel.

Straight lines like pathways for a
crisp and formal atmosphere.
Curved lines for a relaxed,
exploratory experience with
meandering paths or flowing
edges.

Focal Point Introducing a central feature to capture
attention and provide direction within the
design, preventing a cluttered look.

Install key features like fountains,
specimen plants, or sculptures.
Use outdoor lighting and pathways
to enhance focal points.
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Landscape Principles Segement 2:  Cohesion & Flow

Design Principle Description Examples

Cohesion & Flow Tying different elements of the
landscape together into a
harmonious and unified design.
Creates a seamless flow between
various areas of the yard.

- Use matching or complementary materials for
pathways and patios. - Incorporate a consistent
color palette across flowers, shrubs, and trees. -
Repeat design elements such as planters or
decorative stones throughout the space.

Creating Unity Ensures all elements coordinate to
reflect a single, consistent theme,
enhancing integration between
house and landscape.

- Select hardscape materials that reflect the
house's architecture. - Mirror garden beds or
hedges for symmetrical design. - Use lighting with
cohesive styles to tie different areas together.

Embracing
Simplicity

Restraint in design choices to
avoid clutter and create a calm,
cohesive look. Simplifies
maintenance and enhances visual
appeal.

- Limit plant palette to 5-10 main varieties. - Use
native plants that thrive locally for natural
harmony. - Incorporate clean lines in pathways
and borders.

Utilizing Repetition Repeating colors, textures, or
materials to create rhythm and
connection throughout the yard.

- Plant rows of the same flowers along walkways.
- Use identical planters and plants at entryways. -
Repeat patterns of hedges to define spaces.

Graduating
Plantings

Layering plants by height, color,
and texture to add depth,
dimension, and visual interest to
garden beds.

- Tall layer with ornamental grasses or shrubs. -
Medium layer with colorful perennials like
Coneflowers. - Low layer with ground-covers such
as Creeping Thyme.
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Landscape Principles Segement 3:  Practical & Environmental Integration

Category Description Example

Practical &
Environmental
Integration

A beautiful landscape is not just aesthetic but
should also serve as a sustainable and functional
extension of your home, harmonizing with daily life
and natural surroundings.

Positioning plants and features to
complement both lifestyle and
the environment.

Designing from
the Inside Out

Plan outdoor spaces around the views from your
home’s most used windows, connecting interior and
exterior perspectives for enhanced enjoyment.

Aligning a flowering dogwood
with kitchen windows for a
beautiful morning view.

Strategic Zoning Divide your yard into distinct areas based on
function and plant requirements, such as
hydrozoning to conserve water and enhance plant
health.

Grouping drought-tolerant
succulents in sunny areas and
moisture-loving ferns in shady
corners.

Considering Plant
Needs

Match plants to their specific sunlight, moisture,
and soil needs to ensure optimal growth and low
maintenance landscapes.

Shade-loving ferns in cool areas
and sun-loving lavender in areas
with maximum light exposure.

Planning for
Growth

Research the mature size of trees and shrubs
before planting to avoid crowding and ensure
proper space for development.

Spacing Japanese Maple trees
appropriately to accommodate
their 25-foot mature width.
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Landscape Principles Segement 4:  Frequently Asked Questions

Question Answer

What Are The Most
Important Landscaping
Principles?

The four core landscaping principles are unity, balance, scale, and simplicity.

Unity ties your design together under one theme, balance distributes visual

weight evenly, scale matches plant and structure sizes to your home, and

simplicity keeps the space from feeling cluttered.

Master these four first, then layer in repetition, focal points, and proper plant

placement.

How Many Plant
Varieties Should I Use?

For most home landscapes, limit your primary plant selection to between 5 and

10 varieties.

A focused palette creates a calm, cohesive look and is much easier to maintain

than a garden crowded with dozens of different species.

You can still add seasonal accents, but keeping your core plant list short

prevents a chaotic appearance.

Should I Plant In Even
Or Odd Numbers?

Plant shrubs and perennials in odd-numbered groups, such as 3, 5, or 7.

Odd numbers look more natural and mirror how plants grow in the wild, while

even-numbered groupings can appear stiff and artificial.

This simple "rule of odds" instantly makes plant clusters feel more organic and

visually pleasing.

What Type of Plants Are
Best for Beginners?

If you're new to landscaping, start with hardy, low-maintenance plants such as

native species, drought-tolerant perennials, or evergreen shrubs.

These plants are more forgiving, adaptable to a range of conditions, and

require less water and care, making them ideal for building confidence as you

learn.
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Question Answer

When Is the Best Time
to Start a Landscaping
Project?

The best time to begin landscaping depends on your region and the type of

work you're planning.

For planting, spring and fall are excellent, as cooler temperatures and regular

rainfall help plants establish roots.

Hardscaping projects can proceed in drier seasons, avoiding weather delays.

Researching your climate ensures your project gets off to the right start.

How Do I Avoid
Common Landscaping
Mistakes?

The most common mistakes are ignoring scale, overcrowding plants, and

choosing plants that don't suit your site.

Avoid them by matching plant sizes to your home, researching each plant's

mature dimensions before planting, and grouping plants by their sunlight and

water needs.

Spacing plants correctly and limiting your variety count also go a long way.

How Can I Maximize
Curb Appeal On a
Budget?

Focus on high-impact yet affordable updates, such as adding fresh mulch,

trimming overgrown bushes, and planting colorful flowers near your entryway.

Repairing or cleaning up pathways and adding solar lighting can also enhance

your home's exterior without requiring a large investment.

Small changes often result in noticeable transformations.

Do I Need To Hire A
Professional
Landscaper?

Not necessarily. These principles are designed to be approachable for

beginners, and many homeowners successfully redesign their yards

themselves.

Consider hiring a professional if you're dealing with major grading, drainage

issues, complex hardscaping, or simply want expert guidance for a large

project.

For smaller, phased improvements, a confident DIY approach works well.

Landscaping Principles
Summary

Visual Structure & Layout

Balance distributes visual weight evenly. Scale ensures proportionate design.

Lines guide the flow of visitors and views, while focal points anchor the layout

with dramatic or purposeful features.

Cohesion & Flow

Unity aligns all elements under a consistent theme using matching colors,
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Question Answer

materials, or features. Simplicity reduces clutter by limiting varieties, creating

calm and consistency.

Practical Integration

Divide outdoor space into functional zones. Plant placement should match

sunlight, water, and soil requirements. Planning for growth by accounting for

mature sizes ensures proper spacing and avoids overcrowding.

Eco-Friendly Practices (subset)

Divide outdoor space into functional zones. Plant placement should match

sunlight, water, and soil requirements. Planning for growth by accounting for

mature sizes ensures proper spacing and avoids overcrowding.
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Landscape Principles Segement 5:  Why Use a Professional Landscape Designer or

Contractor?

Why Contractor Description Benefits

Custom Design Plans Tailored designs that align with your home’s
aesthetic, personal preferences, and
landscaping principles such as balance,
proportion, and harmony.

Creates a cohesive and visually
appealing outdoor space
reflecting your vision and style.

Expert Knowledge Insights into plants, materials, and structural
elements suited to your local environment and
individual needs.

Ensures the use of appropriate
and lasting solutions for your
environment.

Budget Guidance Helps to establish a realistic budget while
maximizing the value of the investment.

Enables smarter financial
planning without compromising
quality.

Project Management Coordinates every step of the project, from
initial designs to final implementation, saving
you time and stress.

Streamlines the entire process
for a more efficient and stress-
free experience.

Sustainable Solutions Includes eco-friendly recommendations like
water-efficient irrigation, native plants, and
permeable hardscapes.

Promotes environmentally
responsible landscaping
practices.

Long-Term Maintenance
Plans

Provides advice on caring for your new
landscape to ensure its health and longevity.

Supports long-term beauty and
functionality of your outdoor
space.

Finding Professionals Qualified professionals can be sourced through
trusted recommendations, professional
associations like APLD or NALP, online reviews,
or local garden centers.

Helps locate reliable experts
who align with your project
needs and expectations.
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