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Kitchen Hardware Tip 1: Knobs: A Classic Choice for Versatility

=

Knob Type

Round Knobs

Square/Geometric Knobs

Mushroom Knobs

Bar Knobs

Crystal/Glass Knobs

Hammered/Ceramic/

Stone Knobs

Conical/Novelty Knobs
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Features

The most classic shape, works with virtually any
cabinet style, ideal for shaker, traditional, and
transitional cabinets.

Clean-lined and modern; suits flat-panel, transitional,
and contemporary cabinetry; works best in matte
black or brushed stainless.

Rounded top with a narrower base, comfortable to
grip, natural fit for shaker and traditional styles in
antique brass or brushed nickel.

Cylindrical and minimal; bridges modern and
transitional aesthetics; pairs well with frameless and
full-overlay cabinets.

Decorative and light-catching; purpose-built for glam
and luxury kitchens; pairs with polished chrome or
gold finishes.

Handcrafted texture and visual warmth; ideal for
farmhouse and rustic kitchens; works beautifully in
oil-rubbed bronze or natural wood tones.

Decorative accent pieces; suited to eclectic or
character-driven kitchens where personality matters
more than uniformity.

Ideal Applications

Doors on shaker, traditional,
and transitional cabinets.

Flat-panel cabinets in modern
or contemporary kitchens.

Shaker-style and traditional
cabinetry.

Frameless and full-overlay
kitchen cabinets.

Glam or luxury kitchen
cabinetry styles.

Farmhouse and rustic kitchen
cabinetry.

Eclectic or unique kitchen
cabinetry with a focus on
personality.
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Kitchen Hardware Tip 2:  Pulls (Handles): Enhancing Ergonomics and Style

=

Pull Type

Bar/Straight Pulls

Cup/Bin Pulls

Bridge/Arch Pulls

Bail/Drop Pulls

Ring/Pendant Pulls

Appliance Pulls

Leather-Wrapped Pulls

Oversized/Statement
Pulls

copyright LetsRenovate.com

Description

Linear and minimal; the most
versatile pull style.

Curved, recessed grip;
quintessentially farmhouse and
traditional.

Raised center with two end posts;
slightly decorative without being
ornate.

Swinging ring attached to a
backplate; distinctly traditional
and antique in character.

Decorative loop mounted to a
plate.

Oversized and heavy-duty;
designed for pantry doors and
built-in appliances.

Warm, tactile, and handcrafted in
character.

8-12 inches in length; makes a
deliberate design statement.
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Best Applications

Modern, transitional, and flat-
panel cabinets.

Drawers and lower cabinet
doors.

Shaker, transitional, and mid-
century modern cabinetry.

Painted or glazed cabinetry.

Smaller doors or spice
cabinets.

Modern and transitional
kitchens.

Organic, earthy, and
transitional kitchens.

Wide drawers and tall cabinet
doors in modern and
transitional spaces.

Popular Finishes

Matte black, satin
stainless, brushed
nickel.

Oil-rubbed bronze,
antique brass, matte
black.

Various finishes
suitable for
transitional design.

Aged brass, bronze.

Pairs well with
farmhouse and
eclectic styles.

Available in most
finishes.

Pairs naturally with
walnut or white oak
cabinetry.

Matte black, brushed
brass.
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Kitchen Hardware Tip

=

Hardware Type

Edge Pulls

Finger Pulls/
Recessed Pulls

Push-to-Open
Mechanisms

Touch Latches
Appliance-Grade

Integrated Pulls

Flush Pulls
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3: Specialty & Integrated Hardware

Description

Flush-mounted along the top or bottom edge of a drawer
front, providing a near-invisible solution. Ideal for flat-
panel, slab, and ultra-modern cabinetry in matte or
matching finishes.

Set into the cabinet face for minimal visual presence,
offering a clean design for handleless kitchens and
frameless cabinetry.

Feature no visible hardware, incorporating a spring-loaded
release mechanism. Best suited for slab-front cabinets and
fully integrated designs.

Electronic or mechanical systems that open with a light
press, providing a modern solution for high-end builds.

Recessed into the top edge of appliance panels for
maintaining a seamless look across refrigerator and
dishwasher panels.

Sit flat against cabinet surfaces, combining functionality
with minimalism. Particularly suited for island drawers and
pantry doors.
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Applications

Used in modern cabinetry to
maintain a sleek and minimal
look.

Popular in modern handleless
kitchens and frameless
cabinets.

Ideal for creating fully
integrated and seamless
cabinet surfaces.

Perfect for smart-home
kitchens and luxury modern
designs.

Enhances the uniformity of
kitchen appliance designs in
modern spaces.

Works well in modern and
transitional applications.
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Kitchen Hardware Tip 4. Hinges & Functional Hardware: The Unsung Heroes

=

Hinge Type Description Applications

Concealed/European Fully hidden when the door is closed. These are Ideal for modern and minimalist

Hinges standard for frameless and modern cabinetry. Available kitchens or frameless cabinet
with soft-close and self-close mechanisms. designs.

Face Frame Hinges Feature a visible frame wing while the door wing is Used in traditional and American-

(Semi-Concealed) hidden. Common in traditional American framed cabinet style framed cabinets.

construction.

Soft-Close Hinges Include a damped closing mechanism that reduces Suitable for virtually all kitchen
noise and prevents wear. These are widely cabinets to enhance functionality
recommended for kitchen applications of all styles. and longevity.

Self-Closing Hinges  Spring-loaded hinges that close the door automatically  Functional for cabinets in lower-
but without the damping effect of soft-close traffic areas.
mechanisms.

Inset Hinges Installed inside the cabinet frame, flush with the Best suited for traditional and
cabinet face. Requires a knob or pull to open. shaker inset cabinetry.

Surface Mount Fully visible from the front and often used as decorative Popular in farmhouse, industrial,

Hinges hardware. Available in finishes such as black iron, oil- and traditional kitchens.

rubbed bronze, and antique styles.

Butterfly/Hinge Visually ornate and fully exposed, serving as a Typically used in rustic, colonial,

Strap Hinges decorative accent. and farmhouse kitchens.

Corner Hinges Allow for wide-angle opening in corner cabinet Essential in L-shaped and U-
configurations. These are functional rather than shaped kitchen layouts.
decorative.
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Kitchen Hardware Tip 5:  Choosing the Right Hardware for Your Kitchen’s Aesthetic

=

Hardware for Shaker / Traditional Cabinets

Hardware Type Description Recommended Finishes

Round/Mushroom Knobs  Timeless and proportionate; ideal on doors Brushed Nickel, Antique Brass,
throughout; suits shaker cabinets well. Oil-Rubbed Bronze

Square Knobs A more contemporary choice for shaker cabinets; Matte Black, Brushed Nickel

works in transitional designs.

Cup/Bin Pulls A classic farmhouse-adjacent option for drawers;  Antique Brass, Oil-Rubbed
complements shaker styles. Bronze, Brushed Nickel
Bail/Drop Pulls Decorative pulls with backplates; add traditional Aged Brass, Bronze

character to cabinetry.

Bridge/Arch Pulls An elevated option for transitional shaker designs; Brushed Nickel, Champagne
sleek and modern. Bronze
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v/

Hardware for Modern / Minimalist Cabinets

Hardware Type

Bar Pulls

Edge Pulls

Square/Geometric Knobs

Recessed Finger Pulls

Push-to-Open Mechanisms
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Description

Linear geometry echoing horizontal and vertical lines of
flat-panel cabinetry; often used in lengths of 8 inches or
more, positioned vertically on taller cabinet doors for a
streamlined, architectural effect.

Flush-mounted along the drawer top or bottom; invisible
from the front; ideal for slab fronts and high-gloss
cabinets, offering a near-seamless solution.

Minimalistic and rectilinear; may be used in modern
kitchens where knobs are required; understated and
functional design.

Built into the cabinet face to maintain a handleless
appearance; standard in fully integrated modern kitchens.

Hardware-free opening mechanism; best suited for
cabinetry with full overlay or slab fronts.
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Recommended
Finishes

Matte black, satin
stainless, brushed
chrome

Matte black, brushed
chrome, matching
cabinet tone

Matte black, brushed
stainless

Matte black, satin
stainless, matching
cabinet tone

N/A
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Hardware for Farmhouse / Rustic Cabinets

Hardware Type Description Recommended Finishes

Cup/Bin Pulls The signature farmhouse drawer pull with a deep, Oil-rubbed bronze, matte
scooped profile designed for heavy use, offering a black, unlacquered brass,
traditional character that translates seamlessly into antique brass

farmhouse designs.

Ceramic/Porcelain Knobs  Provide a handcrafted appearance suited for cabinet White ceramic, cream
doors in painted farmhouse kitchens with finishes that ceramic, hand-painted
include white, cream, or hand-painted designs. ceramic

Hammered Knobs and Known for their textured, imperfect surface that adds  Bronze, iron, aged brass

Pulls an artisan quality to farmhouse kitchens, giving a

sense of authenticity.

Birdcage Knobs Architectural and distinctive, these knobs enhance Architectural finishes as per
character-driven farmhouse kitchens with statement design
cabinetry.

Cast Iron Pulls Heavy and intentional pulls suitable for dark-painted or Matte black, dark iron

distressed cabinetry, offering a bold and rustic look.

Leather-Wrapped Pulls Provide a soft, organic, and contemporary farmhouse Natural wood, leather
aesthetic, pairing naturally with natural wood cabinet
tones.
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Hardware for Transitional Cabinets

Category Description Examples Recommended Finishes
Oval or Round Knobs Softer than square knobs, Brushed nickel, Brushed nickel, brushed brass,
offering a balance between brushed brass, champagne bronze

traditional and modern shapes. champagne bronze

Simple Bar Pulls A transitional workhorse with Brushed nickel, Brushed nickel, satin brass, matte
unadorned yet substantial satin brass, matte black
design. black
Bridge/Arch Pulls Features slight detailing with Brushed nickel, Brushed nickel, brushed brass,
no excessive ornamentation, brushed brass, champagne bronze
bridging traditional and champagne bronze

modern aesthetics.

Mixed-Finish Pairing a dominant finish with Brushed nickel Warm-tone combinations like

Combinations one accent to create depth, with brass, matte  brushed bronze, satin gold, antique
maintaining tonal harmony black with brushed brass; cool-tone combinations like
(warm with warm, cool with bronze brushed nickel, chrome, polished
cool). stainless

Bin Pulls Works in transitional contexts Brushed nickel, Brushed nickel, satin gold, antique
when paired with simpler satin gold, antique brass
cabinet profiles and warmer brass
finishes.
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Hardware for Glam / Luxury Cabinets

Hardware Type Description Best Suited For Recommended Finishes
Crystal/Glass Knobs Light-catching and glamorous; Painted or lacquered doors in Polished chrome or gold
refracts light for visual presence. white, black, or deep jewel mounting.
tones.
Ornate Cast Pulls Detailed, architectural, and Full-height cabinet doors and Polished gold, satin gold,
heavy; communicates quality pantry doors. or polished chrome.

and attention to detail.

Decorative Backplate Knob or pull mounted on an Cabinetry requiring a Antique gold, polished
Hardware ornate backplate for added couture-like finish. brass.

complexity.
Polished Chrome Cool, mirror-bright, and Contemporary glam kitchens Polished chrome.
Pulls sculptural; perfect for sleek with white or gray lacquered

designs. cabinetry.
Statement Oversized Long, architectural pulls that act Island cabinetry or pantry Polished gold, satin gold,
Pulls as focal points. doors. polished chrome, rose

gold.
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Kitchen Hardware Tip 6: Coordinating Finishes and Materials

=

Section

Introduction

Tools Needed

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Benefits
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Description

Overview of
updating kitchen
hardware

List of tools
required for the
task

Remove the old
hardware

Prepare for new
hardware

Install the new
hardware

Impact of
upgrading kitchen
hardware

URL: https://lwww.letsrenovate.com/ideas/the-complete-guide-to-kitchen-cabinet-hardware-types-and-styles/

Steps/Details

Updating your kitchen hardware is a simple yet impactful way to
refresh the look of your space. With just a few tools and a little effort,
you can easily transition to new knobs, pulls, or handles. This guide
walks you through the process.

A screwdriver (flathead or Phillips, depending on your existing
hardware), a drill with bits for potential resizing, a tape measure, a
level, and a soft cloth. If installing heavier hardware or making
adjustments, a small mallet or wood filler may also be needed.

Unscrew the existing knobs or pulls using a screwdriver. Keep all
screws and pieces for future use if needed. Clean the area with a soft
cloth to remove residue or grime.

Use a tape measure to note the placement of old hardware holes. If
needed, use a drill to make adjustments. Fill unwanted holes with
wood filler, allow it to dry, and sand it smooth.

Align new hardware with the pre-measured holes, ensuring everything
is level. Tighten screws carefully without over-tightening. Use a level
to double-check alignment for handles or pulls.

Upgrading hardware improves the kitchen's functionality and enhances
its aesthetic appeal in a meaningful and lasting way.



Kitchen Cabinet Hardware 12

Kitchen Hardware Tip 72 How to Remove and Replace Kitchen Hardware

=

Aspect Description Key Considerations

Finish Coordination Ensuring that all hardware selections Focus on coherence rather than uniformity. Group

work together with faucets, light warm finishes like brushed brass and oil-rubbed
fixtures, and appliance handles across bronze together, and cool finishes like brushed
the kitchen for a cohesive look. nickel and satin stainless together.

Durability Choosing hardware that withstands Look for materials like solid brass, stainless steel,
frequent usage without chipping or or zinc alloy. Avoid plated or hollow options. Opt
tarnishing over time. for finishes applied through durable methods like

powder-coating or PVD.

Testing Samples Evaluating hardware in the actual Check the hardware's interaction with cabinetry,
kitchen environment to ensure the best countertops, backsplash, and flooring in natural
fit and feel. light at different times of the day. Pay attention to

tactile feel and scale.
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