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July 4th Tricentennial

irth of a Nation

Details
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Adopted July 4, 1776, asserting unalienable rights and declaring independence

from Britain.

Center of debate and anticipation; citizens eagerly awaited the outcome amid

charged emotions.

Modest celebrations with church bells, cannon fire, and public readings in the

days following.

Predicted joyous celebrations with parades, bonfires, and illuminations, as it is

celebrated today.

Held on July 4, 1777, with
wartime challenges.

Key American Inventions (1676-1776)

Year/Decade

1717

1730

1742

1752

1700s

1700s
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Invention/Innovation
Swim Fins

Octant (Reflecting Quadrant)
Franklin Stove

Lightning Rod

Agricultural Tools (improved)

Botanical Research

parades, fireworks, and public festivity despite

Inventor/Key Figure
Benjamin Franklin
Thomas Godfrey
Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin
Colonists

John Bartram, others



=

July 4th Tricentennial URL: https://www.letsrenovate.com/ideas/july-4th-a-tricentennial-journey/

July 4th, 1876: A Centennial Reflection

Category

Reconstruction Era Context

Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia

Nationwide July 4th
Celebrations

Patriotic Speeches and
Reflections

Woman's Suffrage Movement

Atmosphere and Legacy
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Details

Post-Civil War America faced lingering divisions amid efforts to rebuild and
expand rights.

Featured technological marvels like Alexander Graham Bell's telephone and
drew millions.

Parades, fireworks, and readings of the Declaration reflected national
pride.

Leaders emphasized unity and justice while reflecting on the nation's
trials.

Suffragists presented the Declaration of the Rights of Women at
Independence Hall.

A symbol of progress and challenges, inspiring continued pursuit of
American ideals.

Key American Inventions (1776-1876)

Year/Decade Invention/Innovation Inventor/Key Figure
1776 Submarine (Turtle) David Bushnell

1794 Cotton Gin Eli Whitney

1795 Wheel Cypher (Jefferson Disk) Thomas Jefferson
1796 Rumford Fireplace Benjamin Thompson
1797 Interchangeable Parts Eli Whitney

1803 Spray Gun Alan de Vilbiss

1805 Amphibious Vehicle Oliver Evans

1806 Coffee Pot with Sieve Benjamin Thompson
1807 Steamboat (Clermont) Robert Fulton
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1813

1830

1834

183771844

1839/1844

1846

1849

1856

1856

1872

1873

1876
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Armored Warship
Steam-Powered Locomotive
Mechanical Reaper
Telegraph

Vulcanized Rubber
Sewing Machine
Safety Pin

Bessemer Process
Railroad Sleeping Car
Lubricating Cup
Barbed Wire

Telephone

URL: https://www.letsrenovate.com/ideas/july-4th-a-tricentennial-journey/

Robert Fulton

Multiple, U.S. railroads
Cyrus McCormick
Samuel Morse

Charles Goodyear
Elias Howe

Walter Hunt

(Adopted in U.S., Bessemer)
George Pullman

Elijah McCoy

Joseph Glidden

Alexander Graham Bell



July 4th Tricentennial URL: https://www.letsrenovate.com/ideas/july-4th-a-tricentennial-journey/

r—

July 4th, 1976: The Bicentennial Celebration

Event or Theme Description

Post-Vietnam Era Symbol of unity and healing after societal and political challenges.
Sentiment

Tall Ships Parade Historic and modern vessels sailed into New York Harbor, celebrating maritime
heritage.

International Participation  Global goodwill and diplomatic participation marked the celebration.

Nationwide Celebrations Parades, fireworks, and gatherings occurred across cities and rural towns alike.
Renewed National Pride Reignition of unity and reflection on American ideals and achievements.
Smithsonian and Exhibits and reenactments educated Americans on history and revolutionary
Reenactments moments.

Other Exhibits and Tributes Permanent memorials, time capsules, and events like the Apollo-Soyuz mission
honored progress.
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Key American Inventions (1876—1976)

Year/Decade Invention/Innovation Key Figure/Company
1877 Phonograph Thomas Edison

1879 Electric Light Bulb Thomas Edison

1882 Electric Fan Schuyler S. Wheeler

1885 Adding Machine William Seward Burroughs
1886 Coca-Cola John Pemberton

1888 Kodak Camera George Eastman

1890 Electric Chair Multiple

1891 Zipper Whitcomb Judson

1893 Motion Pictures Thomas Edison
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1895

1896

1899

1901

1906

1911

1914

1927

1933

1937

1938

1940

1945

1946

1947

1951

1956

1963

1967

1969

1971

1972

1975

1976

July 4th Tricentennial

Safety Razor

Electric Stove

Tape Recorder

Electric Washing Machine
Tungsten Light Bulb

Air Conditioning

Traffic Signal

Television

FM Radio

Cellophane Tape
Xerography

Automatic Dishwasher
Microwave Oven

ENIAC (Electronic Computer)
Transistor

Long-Distance Dialing
Transatlantic Telephone Cable
Pushbutton Telephone
Compact Microwave Oven
Internet (ARPANET)
Pocket Calculator
Compact Disk (CD)
Desktop Computer

Apple I Computer
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King C. Gillette
Multiple

Valdemar Poulsen
Multiple

William Coolidge
Willis Carrier
Garrett Morgan
Philo Farnsworth
Edwin H. Armstrong
Richard Drew (3M)
Chester Carlson
Multiple

Percy Spencer
University of Pennsylvania
Bell Labs (Bardeen, Brattain, Shockley)
AT&T

Multiple

AT&T

Multiple

DARPA

Multiple

Multiple

Multiple

Steve Wozniak, Steve Jobs
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2026 Sesquicentennial Celebration: 250 Years of Independence

Category

White House and National Task
Force

America250 Project

Washington, D.C. Celebrations
State and City Commissions

Community Programs

Global Participation
International Fleet Review
Technological Integration

Heritage and Inclusivity
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Key Highlights

National coordination, equity-focused programs, and accessibility
initiatives.

Educational platforms, digital storytelling, and signature cultural events.

Parades, fireworks, historical reenactments, live performances,
Smithsonian exhibitions.

Localized events, parades, and community forums tailored to state and city
histories.

Storytelling sessions, service initiatives, special curriculums in schools.

Diplomatic celebrations, cultural exchange programs, and joint events with
allied nations.

Naval and air shows, global maritime participation, vintage exhibits of ships
and aircraft.

AR/VR installations, live-streaming events, interactive apps for inclusive
participation.

Celebrations of diverse cultures, acknowledgment of historical
contributions, focus on unity.

Key American Inventions (1976—2025)

Year/Decade Invention/Innovation Key Figure/Company

1976 Word Processing Software Michael Shrayer (Electric Pencil)
1976 Apple I Computer Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak
1977 Apple 1l Computer Apple

1980 Post-it Note Spencer Silver, Art Fry (3M)
1981 IBM Personal Computer IBM
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1983

1984

1990s

1994

1995

1998

2001

2004

2007

2010

2012

2014

2015

2020s

2020s
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PC-Compatible Mouse
Apple Macintosh

Netscape Navigator

Digital Camera (Consumer)
DVD

Google Search Engine

iPod

Facebook

iPhone

iPad

3D Printer (Consumer)
Amazon Echo (Alexa)
CRISPR Gene Editing (U.S.)
mMRNA Vaccines

Al Chatbots/Generative Al
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Microsoft

Apple

Netscape

Multiple

Multiple

Google

Apple

Mark Zuckerberg

Apple

Apple

Multiple

Amazon

Multiple U.S. researchers
Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna

OpenAl, Google, others





