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Designer or Decorator 1: Defining The Difference: Designer Versus Decorator

Aspect Interior Designer Interior Decorator

Focus Structural and functional aspects of a space,
including spatial planning, material selection,
and renovations.

Visual aesthetics and style,
including color schemes, furniture
selection, and accessory styling.

Education &
Training

Formal qualifications, such as degrees or
certifications in interior design, with expertise in
building codes, safety regulations, and
accessibility standards.

May not require formal certification,
instead relying on experience and
an understanding of design trends.

Scope of Work Handles technical and structural details,
working on renovation projects, space
optimization, and collaborating with architects
and contractors.

Beautifies spaces through creative
styling, focusing on aesthetics
without altering structural
elements.

Project Type Ideal for large-scale transformations,
functionality improvements, or new
construction projects.

Perfect for non-structural and
aesthetic updates, such as
refreshing decor or preparing for
seasonal changes.

Collaboration Frequently partners with professionals like
architects and contractors to align construction
with design goals.

Primarily works with clients to
reflect their personal style and
preferences in the room's design.
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Designer or Decorator 2:  When to Choose a Designer?

Topic Description Additional Notes

When to Choose a
Designer?

Choosing a designer can transform your vision
into reality. Designers specialize in creating
functional, aesthetically pleasing spaces tailored
to individual needs. They bring expertise in
structural changes, spatial planning, and aligning
designs with the homeowner's lifestyle.

An excellent choice for
projects requiring
architectural, planning, or
construction expertise.

Remodeling a Room or
Whole Home

Designers ensure remodeling projects are
visually and functionally efficient. They
harmonize the flow of spaces and blend technical
aspects like measurements with artistic design.

Projects with professional
design often enhance home
value and owner satisfaction,
according to NARI.

Changing Floor Plans,
Walls, Lighting, or Built-
Ins

Structural updates require professional input to
ensure changes are safe, functional, and code-
compliant. Designers collaborate with architects
and contractors for optimal results.

Helps avoid costly mistakes
and ensures changes align
with your goals.

Needing Help with Space
Planning, Permits, or
Contractor Coordination

Designers maximize space usability and manage
permits and contractor communication for
smoother project execution.

Designer coordination
reduces miscommunication
and aligns the project with
your vision.

Wanting a Home That is
Both Attractive and
Practical

Designers balance beauty and functionality,
tailoring designs to meet specific needs while
enhancing daily life through thoughtful solutions.

Ensures the home is visually
stunning yet comfortable and
practical.

Other Reasons to Hire a
Designer

Designers streamline complex decisions,
incorporate unique architectural details, and
open creative possibilities for a personalized
home.

Resources like ASID or
Architectural Digest offer
guidance on choosing the
right professional.
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Designer or Decorator 3:  When to Choose a Decorator?

Scenario Description Key Focus

When to Choose a
Decorator?

Home improvement projects requiring aesthetic
updates without major structural changes are ideal for
decorators. Their expertise lies in enhancing visual
appeal rather than handling construction or technical
decisions.

Visual and aesthetic
updates

For Paint, Fabrics,
Furniture, Rugs, and
Accessories

Decorators excel in sourcing and coordinating elements
such as color palettes, furniture, and accessories to
achieve a cohesive and stylish look.

Colors, materials,
current trends

When No Structural
Changes Are Needed

Projects that maintain the existing layout benefit from
decorators who bring vibrancy and refreshment through
updated decor without altering the structure.

Seasonal updates,
refreshed decor

To Pull Together a Style
You Already Have in Mind

Decorators can execute and refine a pre-envisioned
style, ensuring the space reflects your personal taste
cohesively and functionally.

Consolidating ideas,
executing vision

When You Need a Fresh
Look Without a Full
Overhaul

Decorators focus on impactful changes like rearranging
furniture or incorporating new accents to modernize
and revitalize living spaces.

Minor updates,
impactful design

Expert Insights Working with a professional decorator ensures
alignment with your vision and budget. Trusted
directories like IIDA and Houzz can help find
experienced decorators with proven portfolios.

Professional
alignment, budget-
conscious choices
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Designer or Decorator 4:  Should You Hire an Interior Designer, a Decorator, or

Both?

Aspect Interior Designers Interior Decorators

Primary Focus Functionality, structural modifications,
space optimization, and compliance with
safety codes and regulations.

Enhancing the visual aesthetic and mood
of a space through furniture selection,
paint schemes, textiles, and accessories.

Expertise Qualified to handle detailed planning,
including electrical wiring, plumbing,
material selection, and building layouts
with formal education and certification.

Specialize in creating cohesive and
appealing décor without altering
structural layouts; typically rely on
creative expertise.

Cost Ranges from $50 to $200 per hour or
$5,000 to $30,000 for full-scale projects,
depending on the scope of work and
expertise.

Typically charge between $40 and $150
per hour, with total project costs ranging
from $2,000 to $12,000 based on project
size and requirements.

When to Hire Essential for projects requiring structural
changes, complex renovations, or detailed
planning that integrates functionality with
aesthetics.

Ideal for updating furniture, paint, and
décor or for achieving a polished, stylistic
upgrade without major renovations.
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Designer or Decorator 5:  Why An Interior Designer Adds Value Beyond Aesthetics

Aspect Description Key Benefits

Value Beyond Aesthetics Interior design integrates utility, comfort,
and beauty to create a harmonious living
environment tailored to individual
lifestyles.

Facilitates a seamless living
experience that balances aesthetics
with practicality and personal
preferences.

Functional Space
Planning

Designers analyze living habits to
optimize space, enhance natural light,
and incorporate solutions like open floor
plans or custom storage.

Improves functionality, reduces
clutter, and adapts to evolving
homeowner needs as highlighted by
professional organizations.

Cost-Efficiency Designers prevent costly mistakes,
manage budgets effectively, and leverage
trade pricing for high-quality materials.

Helps save money long-term and
ensures projects stay on budget and
on schedule through professional
project management.

Cohesion and Style Professionals curate cohesive designs by
incorporating colors, textures, and
furniture that align with personal style.

Creates polished results, improves
mood and productivity, and enhances
the emotional connection to the
home.

Complex Renovation
Management

Interior designers coordinate contractors,
architects, and suppliers for streamlined
renovations with clear communication.

Reduces stress, avoids common
pitfalls, and ensures transparent,
efficient processes during large-scale
projects.

Increasing Home Value Well-designed interiors boost market
value and appeal, resulting in faster
sales at higher prices.

Balances current homeowner needs
with future financial benefits, as
supported by property market
research.

Personalization Designers craft spaces that reflect unique
styles, blending trends, heirlooms, and
individuality into functional designs.

Ensures the space is both
aesthetically pleasing and deeply
personal, resonating with the
homeowner's aspirations.
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Designer or Decorator 6:  The Designer’s Role In Contractor coordination and

Structural Projects

Section Key Information Description

The Designer's Role in
Contractor Coordination
and Structural Projects

Role of Designers
in Projects

Designers play a pivotal role in bridging the gap between
homeowner dreams and practical execution, ensuring
safety, adherence to building codes, and seamless
collaboration with contractors, engineers, and architects.

Translating Vision Into
Action

Creating
Actionable Plans

Designers develop detailed layouts and material
specifications that align with homeowner goals. Clear
documentation ensures smooth execution by contractors
and minimizes miscommunication.

Tackling Structural
Changes

Collaboration on
Technical Aspects

Designers work with engineers to balance aesthetic goals
with structural integrity. They coordinate permits,
inspections, and structural modifications to maintain
safety and compliance with codes.

Good Coordination Importance of
Communication

Proper coordination prevents delays, budget overruns,
and safety issues. A shared understanding between
designers and contractors ensures technical and aesthetic
goals are met.

Designer-Contractor
Collaboration

Benefits of
Partnership

Collaboration improves efficiency, maintains budgets,
ensures compliance, and delivers cohesive results. The
partnership transforms visions into functional and
beautiful realities.
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Designer or Decorator 7:  Can An Interior Designer Increase Your Home’s Resale

Value?

Aspect Details Why It Matters

Can An Interior Designer
Increase Your Home's
Resale Value?

Yes, hiring an interior designer can increase
your home’s resale value indirectly. They
make your home more attractive,
functional, and market-ready, driving
stronger buyer interest and quicker sales.

A designer helps position your
home to appeal to buyers,
improving its chances of selling
faster and standing out in a
competitive market.

Why It Can Help Interior designers ensure that upgrades
align with buyer expectations and highlight
marketable features. They curate materials,
colors, and layouts that improve first
impressions in person and online.

Homes with professional designs
attract more interest during
viewings, improve functionality,
and enhance overall marketability.

Best Resale-Friendly
Updates

Strategic updates include kitchen refreshes,
bathroom remodeling, better lighting,
neutral paint colors, improved room flow
and storage, and updated flooring or
finishes.

These improvements focus on
buyer-demanded features, making
spaces more desirable and
increasing perceived value.

What to Expect An interior designer may not add a fixed
amount to appraised value but helps drive
faster sales and stronger offers through
impactful updates.

Buyers are drawn to updated
homes, and professional updates
make properties more competitive
and marketable.

Practical Rule For short-term sales, prioritize buyer-
appealing updates like modern finishes and
neutral palettes. For long-term living,
personalize upgrades for functionality and
enjoyment.

By aligning design choices with
your goals, a designer maximizes
home potential and creates a
rewarding selling experience.
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Designer or Decorator 8:  How to Find the Right Interior Designer or Decorator

Step Description

Define Your Goals and Budget Start by identifying the scope of your project and setting a clear budget.
Determine whether you are redesigning a single room or planning a full
home remodel. Knowing the scale and financial constraints helps narrow
your search.

Research and Gather
Recommendations

Look for professionals online or seek referrals from friends, family, or
neighbors. Explore platforms like Houzz, Instagram, and Pinterest to view
designers' portfolios and gain inspiration.

Check Credentials and
Experience

Ensure the professional has the necessary experience and certifications,
such as membership in organizations like ASID (American Society of
Interior Designers). This ensures a commitment to quality and ethical
practices.

Review Portfolios and Style
Compatibility

Examine each candidate’s portfolio to verify their design aesthetic aligns
with your preferences. Look for a range of projects and attention to detail
in their work.

Schedule Consultations Meet with a few designers or decorators to discuss your vision. Use these
meetings to assess their communication style, responsiveness, and
understanding of your needs.

Ask for References Request client references to learn about the professional's reliability, work
quality, and adherence to timelines and budgets.

Clarify Scope and Services Understand the range of services offered. Determine if they will handle
everything from design concepts to project management or if their role is
limited to providing guidance and ideas.

Compare Proposals and
Contracts

Collect and review proposals from candidates to compare costs, timelines,
and deliverables. Ensure the contract terms are straightforward and
protect your interests.
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