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Shed Size Tip 1:  Assess Your Shed Storage Needs

Section Description Key Points

Assess Your Storage
Needs

Before purchasing or constructing a
shed, evaluate your storage
requirements. This ensures efficiency
and avoids wasted space, materials, or
money.

Understanding storage needs creates
a functional space. Inventory items
carefully for better organization and
management.

Why a Shed Can Be
Useful

A shed provides organized storage for
outdoor or seasonal items, keeping
them safe from damage and
decluttering your home or garage.

Sheds enhance property value and
serve as dedicated spaces for tools,
equipment, and supplies.

List Every Item to Be
Stored

Create an inventory including all items,
from large equipment to small tools,
ensuring nothing is overlooked.

Examples include gardening
equipment, seasonal items, sports
gear, and storage bins. Plan for
organized features like charging
stations.

Categorize by Size and
Frequency

Organize items based on their size and
frequency of use to optimize storage
layout and accessibility.

Place large, rarely-used items in less
accessible areas; prioritize easy
access for frequently-used tools.

Plan for Future Growth Factor in potential future needs, such as
a growing garden, new hobbies, or more
equipment as your family evolves.

Create additional space to ensure the
shed remains functional over time.

Other Considerations Think beyond storage—consider using
the shed as a workshop or hobby area
and include ventilation, lighting, and
security measures.

Durable materials and proper
maintenance turn a shed into an
efficient, multi-functional household
extension.
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Shed Size Tip 2:  Calculate Your Required Floor Area

Step Description Details/Examples

Calculate Required Floor
Area

Determine the total space needed for
your shed by adding up the footprints
of stored items, access aisles, wall
storage depth, work zones, and future
capacity.

Formula: Required floor area =
Footprints of floor-stored items +
Access aisle + Wall storage depth +
Work zone + 20–30% future capacity.

Measure Large Items Identify and measure large items,
ensuring to account for their footprints
and the space needed to maneuver
them as needed.

Examples:

Push mower (2.5 × 5 ft) with
maneuvering space (2–3 ft).
Riding mower (4 × 7 ft) plus 3 ft
for access.
Bicycle (2 × 6 ft each) or wall-
hung vertically.

Leave Room for Aisles Ensure aisles are wide enough for easy
movement, typically at least 2–3 feet
wide.

Wider aisles may be required for large
equipment or if frequent item
movement is anticipated.

Account for Wall and
Shelf Depth

Plan for vertical storage systems that
extend from walls, typically between
12–18 inches in depth.

Examples:

Wall-mounted hooks/tools save
floor space but still extend into
the storage area.

Plan for Charging
Station

Allocate space for charging stations
near electrical outlets with proper
airflow for tools or electronic devices.

Example:

Small bench or counter (2 × 3 ft)
with proper ventilation and
accessibility.

Think Beyond Current
Needs

Add an extra 20–30% of floor area to
accommodate seasonal items and
future additions.

Add buffer storage space for gardening
tools, decorations, or a workspace.
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Shed Size Tip 3:  Determine the Ideal Shed Size

Shed Size Interior
Use Best For Main Limitation

6 × 8 ft 48 sq ft Hand tools, small mower, a few shelves,
hoses

Fills quickly; little workspace

8 × 10 ft 80 sq ft Push mower, tools, potting supplies, 1–2
bikes, shelving

Tight if you add a bench

8 × 12 ft 96 sq ft Best general-purpose shed; mower,
shelves, bins, small potting station

Crowded with a riding mower
or multiple bikes

10 × 12 ft 120 sq ft Storage plus a compact workbench,
bikes, ladders

Needs a larger, well-planned
site

10 × 16 ft 160 sq ft Riding mower, full shelving wall,
workbench, potting zones

More foundation cost and
visual impact

12 × 16 ft 192 sq ft Serious garden storage, workshop zone,
seasonal furniture

May be more than a modest
yard needs
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Shed Size Tip 4:  Planning Doors, Layout, and Special Features

Aspect Details Considerations

Planning Doors The type and width of doors determine what

can be transported in and out of the shed.

Double or barn-style doors suit larger

equipment like riding mowers, while single

swinging doors work for smaller storage

needs.

Choose durable materials to
withstand weather and frequent use.

Windows Windows provide natural light and

ventilation, reducing reliance on artificial

lighting and preventing moisture buildup.

They also enhance the shed's appearance.

Strategically position windows to

maximize light without

compromising wall space for

storage.

Check HOA requirements for

aesthetics.

Interior Layout A functional layout includes shelving, hooks,

bins, and designated areas for tools, small

items, and large equipment.

Ensure sufficient aisle space for safe

movement.

Opt for modular or adjustable
shelving to cater to changing needs
over time.

Electrical and
Ventilation

Electrical wiring allows for lighting, power

outlets, and climate control.

Ventilation through windows, vents, or fans

prevents heat and moisture buildup.

Plan utilities early to avoid future
retrofits. Consider dehumidifiers if
moisture is a concern.

Special Features Enhancements such as ramps, overhead
storage, shutters, or flower boxes improve
functionality and aesthetics.

Think about features matching your
home’s design to elevate the shed’s
visual appeal.
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Shed Size Tip 5:  Installation Essentials and Compliance

Topic Description Key Considerations

Installation Essentials A shed requires careful planning for

its installation to ensure durability

and compliance with regulations.

Proper planning avoids additional

expenses and complications.

Establish a strong foundation with good
drainage, follow zoning rules, and secure
necessary permits for construction.

Custom-Built Sheds These allow complete flexibility in
design, size, and layout to meet
unique requirements and match
architectural styles.

Pros include full customization and long-
term durability, while cons involve higher
costs and longer construction times.

Prefabricated Sheds These are ready-to-assemble kits
that provide cost-effective and faster
installation options, ideal for standard
storage needs.

Pros include affordability and ease of

assembly.

Cons entail limited customization and

suitability for unique site conditions.

Zoning and Building
Permits

Local building guidelines often

require permits for sheds.

Compliance avoids fines and ensures

proper documentation for future

property transactions.

Verify size, setbacks from property
boundaries, and HOA guidelines before
starting construction.

Foundation and
Drainage

A solid, level foundation ensures

long-term stability.

Proper drainage prevents moisture

damage or structural shifting over

time.

Recommended foundations include
concrete slabs or gravel, positioned in
areas with natural drainage and slightly
elevated from the ground.

Electrical Connections If the shed will require power, plan
the installation of wiring according to
local codes and regulations.

Consult licensed electricians and ensure
underground conduits or circuit
extensions meet safety requirements.
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Topic Description Key Considerations

Placement
Considerations

Choosing an appropriate site for the
shed enhances stability and usability
while protecting it from
environmental risks.

Avoid low-lying areas, consider sunlight
exposure and accessibility, and ensure
future functionality and maintenance.

Other Factors Maintain the shed by ensuring
adequate ventilation, security, and
weatherproofing while conducting
regular upkeep.

Install durable materials, locking
mechanisms, and address leaks or wear
promptly to preserve functionality.
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Shed Size Tip 6:  Backyard Shed Installation: Let’s Get It Done!

Installation
Method

Benefits Challenges

DIY Installation Cost savings, complete control over design
and execution, rewarding experience for those
who enjoy hands-on work, personalization of
the project.

Requires time, effort, advanced

planning, specific tools, and skills like

measuring, carpentry, and code

awareness.

May involve troubleshooting and

adherence to safety standards.

Professional
Installation

Peace of mind, expert craftsmanship,
compliance with regulations, time efficiency,
access to quality materials, stress-free
process, warranty assurance.

Higher cost compared to DIY, reliant
on finding a reputable contractor with
credentials and experience.
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Shed Size Tip 7:  Frequently Asked Questions

Question Answer

What size shed do most
homeowners need?

For general garden and home storage, an 8 × 12-foot shed (96 sq ft) is

the practical starting point. It holds a push mower, shelving, long-handled

tools, bins, and a small potting station while leaving room to walk.

Homeowners with riding mowers, multiple bikes, or a workbench should

choose 10 × 16 feet (160 sq ft) or larger.

Do I need a permit to build a
backyard shed?

It depends on your location.

Many jurisdictions exempt smaller sheds from building permits—for

instance, detached storage sheds of 256 square feet or less are generally

exempt—but a zoning permit is often still required, and setback and height

rules always apply.

Check with your local zoning office before buying.

How wide should my shed
doors be?

Choose double doors at least 5–6 feet wide if you'll move a mower,

wheelbarrow, or large bins in and out.

A single 36-inch door works for foot traffic only.

Position the doors on the side closest to your driveway, gate, or garden

path.

Should I buy a prefabricated
shed or build a custom one?

Choose a prefabricated shed if budget and speed matter most—they're

faster to install and usually cost less.

Choose a custom build if you need specific dimensions, materials, or

features that stock models can't provide, and plan for a longer timeline

and closer building-code review.
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Question Answer

How much extra space should
I plan for future needs?

Add 20–30% capacity beyond your current inventory. Gardens expand,

hobbies grow, and equipment accumulates.

Building in that buffer keeps a new potting bench or second bicycle from

forcing an early and expensive upgrade.
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