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Home Exterior Doors

Types of Exterior Home Doors

Type of Door

Entry Doors

Back Doors

Side Doors

Storm Doors

Screen Doors

Security Doors

Other Types
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Purpose

Create a strong first
impression, ensure
security

Connect indoor spaces
to outdoor areas

Provide practical
access to secondary
areas

Protect against harsh
weather conditions

Improve airflow while
keeping insects out

Maximize security at
critical entry points

Cater to unique
architectural styles
and preferences
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Features

Customizable materials like wood,
steel, fiberglass; decorative glass
panels; energy-efficient

Sliding glass, French, or single-
hinged designs; large glass panels
for natural light

Durable and weatherproof
materials; simple designs

Interchangeable glass and screen
panels; improved energy efficiency

Lightweight frames with fine mesh
screen; retractable options
available

Reinforced steel or iron; tamper-
proof locks; advanced mechanisms

Bi-fold, Dutch, or barn-style
designs offering charm and
functionality

Best Use Cases

Front entrances;
enhancing curb appeal;
improving insulation

Access to patios,
decks, or gardens;
maximize outdoor
views

Garages, utility rooms,
side yards

Front or back entrances
in regions with extreme
weather

Warmer months; entry
points where
ventilation is needed

Urban or high-risk
areas; front or back
entrances

Modern homes, rustic
settings; enhancing
aesthetic character
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Types of Materials for Exterior Doors

Material

Fiberglass

Steel

Wood

Aluminum

Vinyl
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Pros

- Durable and resistant to
warping, denting, cracking
- Low-maintenance

- Energy-efficient with
insulating cores

- Mimics natural wood
appearance

- Excellent weather
resistance

- Long-lasting

- High security

- Durable and resistant to
wear

- Affordable

- Energy-efficient with
insulating cores

- Available in various styles

- Timeless beauty with
natural textures and grains
- Highly customizable

- Warm and inviting
aesthetic

- Durable with proper
maintenance

- Versatile for different
spaces

- Rust-resistant

- Sleek, modern aesthetics
- Lightweight and easy to
install

- Durable finishes available

- Superior insulation

- Affordable and budget-
friendly

- Available in various
finishes

- Low maintenance

Cons

- Higher upfront cost

- Limited repair options
- Less authentic wood
texture

- Prone to dents

- Susceptible to rust with
poor maintenance

- Scratches show easily

- Limited design flexibility
- Maintenance required to
prevent rust

- High maintenance needed
- Can warp, rot, or
deteriorate without
protection

- More expensive

- Less energy-efficient

- Heavy, requiring
substantial hardware

- Lower insulation
compared to vinyl

- Can dent or scratch easily
- Limited noise reduction

- Less durable (prone to
cracking in extreme
temperatures)

- Limited customization
- Susceptible to warping
from heat

Best Applications

Entryways, side, and back
doors

Side and back doors,
modern main entries

Entryways, side, and back
doors (preferably
covered)

Patio and storm doors;
side/back doors with
lighter use

Patio and storm doors;
side/back doors with
lighter use
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Fire Doors - Enhanced safety with - Higher initial cost Garages, living areas
fire-resistant materials - Requires regular requiring safety upgrades
- Meets building code inspections
compliance - Heavier weight
- Durable features like - Fewer design options
smoke seals and self- - Professional installation
closing systems recommended

- Available in diverse
finishes

- Minimizes fire and smoke
damage
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Exterior Door Styling

Home Style

Traditional Homes

Modern and Contemporary

Homes

Craftsman-style Homes

Victorian and Gothic Revival

Homes

Farmhouse and Rustic Homes

Mediterranean and Spanish
Revival Homes

Mid-Century Modern Homes
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Key Features

Symmetry, timeless
elegance

Clean lines,
minimalist design

Handcrafted
details, natural
materials

Ornate and
intricate designs

Warmth, simplicity

Bold, vibrant

accents

Geometric shapes,
clean simplicity

Recommended Door
Elements

Paneled wood, moldings,
transom or sidelight
windows

Large glass panels, metallic
finishes, frosted glass

Stained wood, glass inserts
with grid patterns

Carved wood, stained glass,
iron scroll-work

Solid wood, barn-style,
distressed textures

Arched designs, carved
wood, wrought iron

Bold colors, rectangular
patterns, inset glass

Color Suggestions

Bold colors like red,
navy blue, and black

Neutral or

monochromatic tones

Earthy wood tones

Deep green, burgundy

Neutral or earthy tones

Cobalt blue, terracotta,

vibrant yellow

Bright, bold tones
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Types of Interior Home Doors Available

Door Type Key Features Ideal Applications

Hinged Doors Standard swing mechanism, available in Bedrooms, bathrooms, closets;
solid wood, MDF, or glass; versatile and complements any design style with
easy to install. options for privacy and noise

reduction.

Panel Doors Features raised or recessed panels; Formal spaces like dining rooms and
configurations include single, double, or bedrooms; fits both classic and
multi-panel; highly customizable. modern aesthetics.

Flush Doors Minimalistic smooth surfaces, available in Closets, secondary bedrooms, modern
hollow-core or solid-core variants; spaces; ideal for achieving clean,

lightweight and budget-friendly options. seamless looks.

French Doors Elegant glass-paneled double doors; Living rooms, dining rooms, home
allows natural light flow while maintaining offices; adds sophistication to
separation. transitions between spaces.

Pocket Doors Space-saving sliding doors that retract Bathrooms, pantries, connecting
into wall cavities; requires special spaces; ideal for tight areas where
installation. floor space is limited.

Sliding Doors Operates along a track; customizable with Closets, bathrooms, pantries; can
materials like wood or frosted glass for serve as statement pieces in open floor
various styles. plans.

Bi-Fold Doors Space-efficient folding design; commonly Small homes, walk-in closets, room
used for closets and laundry areas. dividers; perfect for areas with limited

clearance requirements.

Barn Doors Rustic sliding doors with exposed Farmhouse or industrial-themed
hardware; offers a blend of charm and spaces, tight areas; decorative focal
functionality. points in any room.

Louvered Doors Slatted design for ventilation and airflow; Closets, laundry rooms, utility spaces;
available in solid wood, composite, or combines function with unique style.

MDF materials.
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Glass Doors Available in frosted, clear, or textured Offices, dining rooms, pantries;
options; enhances light flow and creates = maintains modern aesthetics while
open atmosphere. offering functionality.

Accordion Doors Folding section design; practical and Closets, room dividers; suitable for
affordable with soundproofing options. compact spaces with limited traditional

door options.

Specialty & Custom Tailored designs with materials like Unique spaces, high-design areas;
Doors reclaimed wood, metal, or etched glass; offers one-of-a-kind statements for
fully customizable. personalized homes.
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Materials for Interior Home Doors

Material Pros Cons Best Use Cases
Solid Wood - Highly durable - Expensive Bedrooms, offices, formal living
- Excellent insulation - Heavy, requires spaces
- Timeless aesthetic sturdy hinges
- Customizable - Prone to warping in
- Adds home value humidity

- Maintenance needed

Hollow-Core - Affordable - Less durable Utility rooms, guest rooms,
- Lightweight - Limited secondary spaces
- Wide variety of styles  soundproofing
- Easy installation - Shorter lifespan
- Minimal

customization

Solid-Core - Excellent - Heavy, requires Home offices, media rooms,
soundproofing strong framing shared living areas
- Sturdy and durable - Can be moisture-

- Affordable alternative  sensitive
to solid wood - Harder to install
- Wide stylistic options

MDF - Budget-friendly - Sensitive to Hallways, closets, interior doors in
- Smooth surface for moisture controlled environments
painting - Less durable than
- Stable, resists solid wood
warping/cracking - Heavy
- Customizable with - Shorter lifespan
styles/profiles
- Eco-friendly
Glass - Enhances natural light - Reduced privacy Home offices, dining rooms, walk-
- Modern and stylish - Minimal sound in closets
- Versatile finishes insulation
- Low maintenance - Fragility (unless
- Visual connection reinforced)
between spaces - Higher cost
- Shows fingerprints
easily
Metal - Extremely durable - Cold/industrial Lofts, home offices, modern or
- Low maintenance appearance industrial-style interiors
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- Sleek, industrial - Expensive
aesthetic - Risk of corrosion
- Eco-friendly - Heavy, needs
- Fire-resistant reinforcement
- Less design
flexibility
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Interior Home Door Styling

Door Style

Classic Panel Doors

Barn Doors

French Doors

Flush Slab Doors

Louvered Doors

Pocket Doors

Glass or Frosted

Glass Doors
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Description

Timeless doors with
rectangular or square
panels, available in simple
to intricate designs.

Sliding doors offering rustic
or modern charm, saving
space and adding character.

Glass-paneled doors adding
elegance and openness
while maintaining division.

Sleek, smooth-surfaced
doors with a minimalist
design.

Doors with horizontal slats
allowing better airflow
between rooms.

Space-saving doors that
slide into wall cavities for
seamless functionality.

Doors made of glass
offering light, transparency,
and privacy.

Best For

Traditional, colonial,
and transitional styles.

Farmhouse, rustic, or
modern interiors.

Home offices, dining
rooms, or patios.

Contemporary or
modern homes.

Closets, laundry rooms,
or utility spaces.

Small bathrooms, tight
hallways, or space-
conscious renovations.

Home offices,
bathrooms, or industrial
interiors.
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Key Features

Crafted from wood or
composites; available in
multiple panel
configurations.

Can be made from
reclaimed wood or painted
for a contemporary look.

Glass options include clear,
frosted, or etched; suit
classic to modern styles.

Constructed from MDF,
solid wood, or veneer;
painted or stained in
neutral tones.

Evoke a relaxed ambiance,
customizable with different
finishes and materials.

Available in various
materials and finishes;
maximize usable space.

Use clear glass for
openness or frosted glass
for privacy and style.
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Primary Types of Patio/Deck Access Doors

Door Type

Sliding Patio Doors

French Doors

Folding (Bifold) Doors

Multi-Slide Doors

Single or Double Hinged
Doors

Moving Glass Wall
Systems
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Key Features

Large glass panels,
horizontal sliding track

Double-door design,
swings open from
center

Multiple hinged panels,
fold and stack to sides

Multiple panels, stacks
or disappears into wall

Standard swinging
mechanism, variety of
materials

Large, engineered
panels, lift and slide or
vanish
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Best For

Modern or minimalist
homes, smaller patios

Classic to
contemporary styles,
larger patios

Modern homes,
expansive patio spaces

Homes with panoramic
views

Smaller patios or side
deck entrances

Luxurious, expansive
openings

Benefits

Space-efficient, natural
light, unobstructed views

Elegant aesthetic,
maximizes light flow, ease
of use

Ultimate indoor-outdoor
connectivity, efficient
ventilation

Luxurious, seamless
openness, precision design

Versatile design options,
practical for tight spaces

Dramatic design, cutting-
edge functionality, barrier-
free views
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Patio Door Featured Options

Feature Details Benefits

Customization for Swing Choose between inward or outward Optimizes space usage and ensures

Directions swings to tailor the door's functionality seamless integration with your interior
based on spatial needs. or exterior layout.

Frame Material Options  Available in vinyl, aluminum, wood, Enhances durability, aesthetic appeal,

composite, and fiberglass, catering to and overall performance,
a range of design styles and budgets. complementing your home's design.

Built-in Screens Retractable screens integrated into the Provides convenience, fresh air, and
door function, allowing airflow while protection in a sleek, unobtrusive
keeping pests out. design.

Energy-Efficient Glass Features like Low-E glass deliver Boosts energy efficiency, maintains

Options improved insulation, reduce energy comfortable indoor temperatures, and

costs, and protect against harmful UV prevents damage to furnishings.
rays.
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Step Installation of Home Exterior Doors

Step

Preparation

Removing the Old Door

Installing a Standard

Pre-Hung Door

Installing French Doors

Installing Sliding Glass
Doors

Finishing Touches
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Description

Measure the door opening (width,
height, depth) and confirm the new
door matches these dimensions.

Carefully remove the old door and
frame, paying attention to any
surrounding materials needing repair.

Set the door and frame into the
opening, adjust with shims, and
secure the frame with screws.

Assemble and secure the frame, align
both door panels, and test for smooth
operation.

Position the frame, insert the
stationary panel, and attach the
sliding panel, adjusting for smooth
movement.

Inspect alignment, hardware, and
sealing materials. Paint or stain the
door if needed.
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Key Tips

Ensure tools like shims, a level,
screws, sealant, and insulation are
ready before starting.

Check for sub-floor or framing damage
and address any issues to ensure
stability.

Use flashing tape for moisture
protection and seal gaps with
insulation and caulk for energy
efficiency.

Ensure proper weatherproofing by
sealing around the frame and between
the door panels.

Seal gaps with insulation and apply
caulk for a weather-tight finish.

Use weather-resistant finishes to
enhance durability and match the
home’s aesthetic.
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Step Installation of Home Interior Doors

Installation Type

Pre-Hung Interior

Doors

Slab Interior Doors

Bifold Closet Doors

Pocket Doors
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Key Steps

¢ Prepare the opening

¢ Position and align the
door frame

¢ Secure frame with
screws and adjust using
shims

e Seal gaps and attach
trim

¢ Measure and trim the
door

¢ Mark and install hinge
locations

¢ Chisel or route mortises

e Attach hinges, mount
door, and add hardware

e Measure and cut the
track

e Secure the track

¢ Install and align door
panels

e Test doors and make
final adjustments

¢ Inspect cavity and
mount the track

¢ Attach hanger rollers
and hang the door

¢ Install door guides

¢ Attach handle and
inspect for gaps
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Tools/Materials
Needed

Additional Tips

Level Check alignment frequently
Measuring and ensure smooth door
tape swing.

Screws

Shims

Caulk or

insulation

Double-check measurements
before cutting or drilling.

Chisel/router
Screws

Hole saw
Measuring
tape
Screwdriver or
drill

Screws Follow manufacturer
Screwdriver or guidelines carefully for
drill smooth operation.
Measuring

tape

Hanger rollers Ensure cavity is clear before
Metal track mounting the track.

Door guides

Screwdriver or

drill
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Find Professional Help

Key Benefits Description Outcome

Expertise and Precision Professionals ensure accurate installation, Flawless fit, enhanced
preventing gaps, drafts, and improper alignment. functionality, and aesthetic
They are skilled with all types of doors and appeal.
materials.

Code Compliance Installers follow local building codes, including Legal installation, avoiding
regulations for safety, insulation, and security. fines and ensuring safety

and efficiency.

Time and Error Savings Professionals avoid common DIY mistakes like Efficient process, saving
incorrect measurements, ensuring quick and time and resources.
seamless installation.

Long-Term Cost Proper installation minimizes future repairs, Durability, cost savings,
Benefits reduces energy bills, and often comes with a and added peace of mind.
warranty.

Tools and Techniques Specialized tools and techniques ensure precision, Optimal results with
particularly for complex door designs like sliding or professional-grade

pivot doors. expertise.
Energy Efficiency and Professionals close air leaks and correctly install Reduced energy bills and
Security locks and seals for maximum energy savings and enhanced home protection.
security.
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Door Knobs and Handles: For Exterior Doors

Type

Traditional Round Door

Knobs

Lever Handles

Handlesets

Keyless Entry Handles
and Smart Locks
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Features

Timeless appeal; easy to
install; advanced locking
systems

Ergonomic and
accessible; variety of
finishes and designs

Decorative handle with
thumb latch; high-quality
materials

Keypad entry,
smartphone integration,
biometric access
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Design/Style

Versatile, complements
traditional to transitional
styles

From sleek modern to
rustic vintage-inspired
looks

Elegant, intricate, or
minimalist options

Seamless with
contemporary and
transitional designs
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Best For

Classic designs, general
use, and simplicity
seekers

Frequent use by families;
individuals preferring
ease-of-use

Making a strong first
impression; elevated
aesthetics

Tech-savvy individuals;
families wanting
advanced security
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Door Knobs and Handles: For Interior Doors

Hardware Type Features Design Style Recommended Finishes

Round Door Knobs Versatile, timeless design, Traditional, Polished Brass, Brushed
easy to pair with most styles Transitional Nickel, Matte Black

Lever Handles Accessible, sleek, modern Modern, Classic Satin Chrome, Oil-Rubbed
profile, user-friendly for all Bronze
ages

Glass and Crystal Knobs Elegant, vintage charm, works Vintage, Refined Antique Finishes, Metal

as a statement piece Bases
Minimalist Handles Clean lines, understated, ideal Minimalist, Matte Black, Stainless
for modern interiors Contemporary Steel
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