Garage Stations 1

Turn Your Garage Into 5 Hardworking Stations—Cars Included
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Garage Stations

Garage Station 1:  Tinkering and Home & Garden Repair
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Station Name

Tinkering and
Home & Garden
Repair

Placement

Description

The tinkering station
serves as the main
operational area of a
garage, handling tasks

such as

¢ fixing leaky faucets,
e sharpening tools,
tuning bikes, and

completing weekend
projects with
efficiency and
enjoyment.

Position the workbench
flush against a side or rear
perimeter wall, aligned
parallel to where the

vehicle parks.

Key Features

e Workbench with
durable surface
(hardwood, MDF,
stainless steel)

e Built-in power strips or
outlets at bench height

e Task lighting to
eliminate shadows

e Storage for hand and
power tools

e Small parts organizers
for screws, nails, and
hardware

e Bench vise for stable
hold work

¢ Fold-down or Murphy-
style workbench for
limited spaces

e GFCl-protected outlets
where moisture may
be present

A bench depth of 24 to 30
inches fits comfortably along
walls, or opt for a fold-down/
Murphy-style bench for
limited wall space.

Additional Tips

Maximize tool storage
by utilizing vertical
space with pegboards,
French cleat systems,
magnetic strips, and

wall-mounted systems.

Use broom holders for
long-handled tools, and
consider overhead
storage for seasonal

items.

Mount overhead LED
shop lights or wall-
mounted lighting for
bright, shadow-free

conditions.

Fits the width and length Combine with pegboards

usually occupied by a or slotted wall panels for

standard car. extra space efficiency.
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Garage Stations

Garage Station 2: Charging Station
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Station L

Description
Component
Charging Central to modern
Infrastructure garages, addressing the

demand for EVs, e-bikes,
tool batteries, and
personal devices.

Level 2 EV Charger Essential for efficient,
overnight EV battery

replenishment.

Electrical Dedicated circuits

Requirements mandated by the
National Electrical Code

for safety and efficiency.

Mounting Location  Proper wall positioning
prevents retrofits and

maintains organization.
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Specifications/
Requirements

Must accommodate Level 2
EV chargers and various
household devices.

240 volts; 40-amp charger
delivers 9.6 kW (25—-35 miles/
hour), 48-amp delivers 11.5
kW (suitable for 100 kWh
batteries).

40-amp charger needs 50-
amp circuit, 48-amp charger
requires 60-amp circuit; 20-
amp circuits for smaller
devices.

Mount your EV charger on the
wall closest to your electrical
panel and your vehicle's
charge port to keep

installation costs down.

Aim for a height of 48-54
inches, and use a coiled or
retractable cord holder to
keep the cable neat and out

of the way.

Mount small equipment
charging stations on shelving
along the side or rear wall,

close to an existing outlet.

Position chargers between 48

and 60 inches from the floor

Benefits/
Considerations

Provides organized,
systematic charging and
reduces clutter.

Significant improvement
over Level 1 chargers;
ideal for daily use without
logistical planning.

Ensures safe, reliable
operation; permits and
inspections required for
new installations.

Accessible, cable remains
off the floor, clear of
vehicle lanes.
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Garage Stations
Station Specifications/ Benefits/

D ription . . .
Component escriptio Requirements Considerations

for easy, comfortable access.

Energy Cost Time-of-use rate Federal and state incentives/ Potential 30—50% cost

Savings programs and off-peak rebates may offset installation reduction compared to
charging reduce costs. daytime charging;
electricity costs. maximizes affordability.
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Garage Station 3: Refrigerator/Freezer Station
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Station

Refrigerator/
Freezer Station
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Key Features

A dedicated garage station for

refrigeration or freezing.

Useful for bulk grocery

storage, beverage cooling,
preparing meals, seasonal
hunting storage, overflow

from indoor kitchen, and

garden produce cold storage.

Essential to use garage-ready

appliances due to extreme

ambient temperature swings

in garages.

Garage-ready refrigerators

handle temperatures between
38°F to 110°F, making them

suitable for most U.S.

climates.

Optimal Placement

Avoid direct sunlight and
ensure proper
ventilation with at least
three inches of clearance

on all sides.

Place the unit away from
south-facing walls or
windows to prevent

exposure to solar heat.

Ideal placement is at the
end of a wall, in a
corner, or near a door
entry to keep it
accessible without

blocking vehicle lanes.

A chest freezer can also
double as a work surface

if positioned correctly.

Allow heat to dissipate
from the compressor
coils—typically 2 to 3
inches at the sides and
rear, and 1 inch

overhead.

Organization Tips

Use clear bins and
containers to ensure
contents are easily visible

and identifiable.

Label bins by categories
such as beverages, meal
prep items, or produce

overflow.

For chest freezers, use
vertical dividers or
reusable bins to prevent
loose frozen items from

tumbling when accessed.

Keep a whiteboard or
label strip on the lid to

track contents and dates.

Place frequently used
items on the top layer and
store bulk or long-term

items at the bottom.
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Garage Station 4. Mudroom/Cleanup Station
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Station Name

Mudroom/Cleanup
Station
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Description

The mudroom station helps
address the transition
between outdoors and

indoors.

It prevents dirt, mud, wet
gear, garden debris, and
outdoor shoes from entering
the living space by
intercepting them at the

garage entry point.

The station also serves as a
functional buffer for
maintaining a clean and
organized home, particularly
for households with active
lifestyles involving gardening,

construction, sports, or pets.

Must-Have Elements

A well-functioning

mudroom includes:

¢ wall-mounted coat
hooks at various
heights for adults
and children,

e bench with
storage for shoes
and outdoor gear,

¢ shoe rack or
cubbies to keep
footwear off the
floor, and

e utility sink or
hand-washing
station for
cleaning hands,
tools, and pets

e small fan for
drying gear, task
lighting, or an
electric hand
dryer.

If plumbing is
unavailable, a refillable
jug dispenser with a
basin can serve as a

temporary solution.

For families, lockers
with individual
compartments provide
organization and

dedicated space for

Ideal Placement and
Setup

The station should be
placed at the house entry
door connecting the garage

and living space.

This location ensures ease
of access and avoids
interference with vehicle

lanes.

Wall-mounted systems
extending 16—18 inches
from the wall preserve

walking paths.

Folding benches and
seasonal rotation of gear

prevent clutter.

Enhanced setups, as
outlined in Alan's Factory
Outlet's 2026 garage
conversion guide, are
practical because they
require no structural
changes and can fit along

existing walls.
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Station Name

Washer and Dryer
Station
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Description

This station simplifies laundry

management, particularly for

busy families.

It allows for the handling of
dirty clothes, sports
uniforms, and workwear
before they reach the house,
ensuring a cleaner indoor

environment.
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Must-Have Elements

each household

member.

Stackable washer and
dryer units or side-by-
side machines with a

folding area.

Proper water hookups,
drainage, and
ventilation for efficient

operation.

Storage for detergent,
fabric softener, and
stain removers to keep
everything organized

and accessible.

Ideal Placement and
Setup

Located near the mudroom
area in the garage for easy

access.

Incorporate nearby storage
solutions for laundry
essentials to maintain
cleanliness and

convenience.
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Garage Station 5. Fitness Station
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Aspect Details Benefits

Garage Fitness A garage fitness station eliminates the need  Convenient, cost-effective,

Station Overview to commute to the gym, providing unmatched encourages consistent use, and

. . . integrates well with a car-inclusive
convenience for early-morning and late-night

garage due to its versatile design.
workouts.

It delivers cost savings over time and
promotes consistent training by reducing the

barrier to entry.

Placement The fitness station should be placed on the Ensures efficient use of space
wall opposite or adjacent to tinkering and without interrupting daily activity
flow.

charging stations, positioned on the least

active perimeter wall during the day.

Active footprint must be mapped before

equipment purchase.

A fold-down rack may extend 3-4 feet from
the wall, requiring lateral clearance, while a

treadmill needs 3 feet of width and 6 feet of

length.
Flooring Proper flooring is critical to absorb impact, Protects the floor, enhances joint
protect equipment, and ensure safety. safety, absorbs impact, resists

moisture, and includes flexible
Rubber mat tiles are the top choice, followed ©ptions for multi-use spaces.

by foam mats and epoxy coatings.

Interlocking tiles provide flexibility for

parking-compatible stations.

Equipment Choices  Wall-mounted, foldable, or compact Maximizes space, minimizes clutter,
and supports optimal use of the
garage for both fitness and parking.

equipment ensures parking compatibility.
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Aspect Details Benefits

Examples include folding squat racks, wall-
mounted pull-up bars, adjustable dumbbells,

foldable benches, and upright folding rowing

machines.
Ventilation Ventilation is crucial for year-round comfort Creates a comfortable workout area
and preventing a stuffy workout environment. 'e€gardless of weather, encouraging
regular use.
Options include ceiling-mounted fans, wall
vents, or mini-split systems.
Organization Wall-mounted storage systems keep items Prevents equipment from becoming

like weights, accessories, and resistance an obstacle, ensures safety, and

bands off the floor. allows quick transitions between

fitness and parking modes.

A dedicated wall for organized storage
simplifies cleaning and converting the space

for vehicle use.
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Garage Station 6: Making It All Work Together
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Section Details

Professional Help for Setting up a functional and efficient garage often requires the expertise of

Setting Up Garage various professionals to ensure that everything is installed properly and

Stations
safely.
Whether creating a dedicated workspace, adding EV charging stations, or
enhancing the utility of your garage with features like a mudroom or utility

sink, professional assistance can make a significant difference.

These experts help you avoid potential issues while ensuring your garage

remains a safe and versatile space for its intended purposes.

Skills and Expertise Electrical Expertise: Running electrical lines safely for workbenches, EV
Needea charging stations, or refrigeration needs; ensuring proper grounding and

adherence to local electrical codes.

Plumbing Knowledge: Installing utility sinks or mudroom setups with
proper water and drainage connections; ensuring plumbing systems do not

interfere with garage functionality.

Design and Layout Planning: Maximizing space efficiency while
maintaining areas for vehicles; recommending practical solutions aligning

with the garage's overall purpose.

Carpentry and Construction Skills: Building durable storage solutions
such as shelves, cabinets, or workbenches while maintaining structural

integrity of the garage.

HVAC and Ventilation Expertise: Setting up ventilation systems for
comfort and safe tool or appliance usage; installing climate controls for

sensitive materials or equipment.

Where to Find the Right Licensed Contractors: Search locally for contractors specializing in
Professionals electrical and plumbing work via sites like Angie's List, HomeAdvisor, or

Houzz.
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Section Details

Specialized Technicians: Contact certified electricians experienced in EV

charger installation or inquire with EV manufacturers.

Local Hardware Stores and Supply Centers: Many stores provide

directories of skilled tradespeople and recommendations.

Word of Mouth: Ask friends, neighbors, or community groups for trusted

recommendations.
Online Forums & Local Listings: Platforms like Thumbtack, TaskRabbit, or

Facebook Marketplace often list professionals near you.

Benefits of Professional By collaborating with skilled professionals, your garage stations will be

Assistance efficiently and safely set up, tailored to complement your lifestyle.

This investment enhances both functionality and the overall value of your

space.
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Garage Station 7:  Frequently Asked Questions
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Question Answer Notes

How much garage space A standard two-car garage (approximately 400 Plan carefully to
do I need to set up five square feet) can comfortably accommodate all five ©Ptimize space and

functional stations while . . . maintain vehicle access.
stations along the perimeter walls while

still parking cars?
maintaining vehicle parking for two cars.
A one-car garage (approximately 240 square feet)
can support three to four stations with careful

planning.

The key is restricting all station footprints to walls
and corners—keeping the center floor clear for

vehicle lanes.

Do I need an electrician to Yes, for Level 2 EV charging and for any new Ensure compliance with
set up a garage charging dedicated circuits. electrical codes and
station? obtain permits as

The National Electrical Code requires dedicated needed.

circuits for Level 2 EV chargers, and virtually every
U.S. jurisdiction requires a permit for new circuit

installation.

Licensed electrician labor and materials for a
standard residential Level 2 installation typically
costs $300 to $800, not including the charger

hardware.

For device charging shelves that simply plug into

existing outlets, no electrician is required.

Can | put any refrigerator No. Standard household refrigerators are designed Invest in a "garage-
or freezer in my garage? ready" appliance for
optimal performance.

for a narrow ambient temperature range (typically

60°F—90°F) and will malfunction or fail outside it.

You need a refrigerator or freezer with a "garage-

ready" designation, which is engineered to operate
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Question

What is the best flooring

for a garage fitness

station?

How do | prevent the
mudroom station from
blocking parking or

walking access?

How do | organize the

tinkering station so tools

don't end up on the floor?

Is a garage fitness station

worth it compared to a
gym membership?
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Answer

in ambient temperatures as low as 38°F and as
high as 110°F.

Placing a non-garage-ready unit in a hot or cold
garage leads to food safety failures and premature

compressor wear.

Interlocking rubber mat tiles are the most widely
recommended option for garage fitness stations—
they absorb impact, protect concrete, and resist

moisture.

Foam tiles work for lighter, bodyweight-focused
training, and epoxy floor coating provides an

excellent base layer for permanent installations.

Mount all components—hooks, shelves, benches—
to the wall, and keep the total depth to 16—18

inches from the wall surface.

Position the station at the house entry door—away
from the vehicle lane. Seasonal rotation of stored
items prevents the station from expanding over

time.

Use a combination of wall-mounted pegboards,
French cleats, magnetic strips, and rail systems to

keep all tools vertical and visible.

Pegboard systems are highly customizable and
efficient. Rolling carts provide mobile tool access
within the station without permanent floor

occupation.

The rule is that if it can hang, it should hang.

For most households, yes—over a 3- to 5-year

horizon.

A functional garage gym can be assembled for

under $500 at the basic level, with comprehensive
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Notes

Choose the flooring best
suited to your fitness
needs and equipment.

Maintain accessibility by
minimizing the depth
and thoughtful
placement.

Vertical storage is key
to tool organization and
efficiency.

Consider long-term
savings and
convenience benefits.
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Question Answer Notes

setups costing up to $5,000.

At an average gym membership cost of $40-$60
per month, a $1,500 garage gym investment
breaks even in two to three years, offering 24/7
access, zero commute, and a personalized training

environment.
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