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Exterior Home Tip 1: Understanding Low-Contrast Exteriors

Aspect Description Examples/Best Practices

Understanding Low-
Contrast Exteriors

Low-contrast exteriors focus on creating a

harmonious and cohesive home design by

using colors within a close range of values

for siding, trim, roof, and accents.

This approach promotes softness and

subtlety, blending naturally with

surroundings while avoiding dramatic

contrasts.

Colors like soft greige siding,

lighter beige trims, and taupe

roofs create a unified look.

Accents like shutters or front

doors ensure variation while

retaining harmony.

Why People Like It This style is appreciated for its tranquil,

elegant, and timeless appeal.

It enhances curb appeal and focuses

attention on the home's surroundings and

landscaping without overwhelming them.

It suits modern and traditional
designs, creating enduring
aesthetics that are polished and
cohesive.

When It Works Best Low-contrast designs excel in scenarios

requiring subtlety and refinement.

They are ideal for blending within

neighborhoods, complementing natural

surroundings, and creating timeless looks.

Effective in areas with planned
communities, wooded regions, or
for showcasing architectural
craftsmanship.

Good Ways to Use It Carefully select hues from the same color

family, consider material textures, and use

complementary finishes to add depth while

maintaining tonal balance.

Thoughtful landscaping can enhance the

effect.

Combine matte and gloss finishes,
incorporate slightly darker
accents, and use varying textures
like stone or shingles.

Tradeoffs While offering elegance, low-contrast

exteriors lack boldness and can risk

monotony without thoughtful detailing.

Success depends on strong landscaping and

Plan a visually interesting palette
and consider the preferences of
potential future buyers if selling
the home.
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Aspect Description Examples/Best Practices

architectural details, which may not appeal

to all buyers.
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Exterior Home Tip 2:  Modern Natural Exteriors

Category Description Examples/Details

What Defines Modern
Natural Exteriors

Modern natural exteriors

prioritize simplicity, natural

materials, and functionality.

Clean, geometric forms

combined with organic

textures create a connection to

the environment.

Layered materials, thoughtful details, and
minimalism with depth offer an understated yet
striking appearance.

Common Materials Natural materials are central
to this style, blending warmth,
durability, and modernity.

Wood (cedar, oak, teak), stone (rough or
polished), textured cladding (fiber cement
panels, clay tiles), metal accents (steel, copper,
aluminum), and glass (expansive windows or
panels).

Common Colors The color palette focuses on
muted, earthy tones that
harmonize with natural
surroundings.

Neutrals (beige, taupe), earthy hues (browns,
warm grays), green undertones (olive, sage),
and darker contrasts (charcoal, black).

Why It Is Popular This style connects homes to
their environment and focuses
on aesthetics, sustainability,
and versatility.

Seamless integration with nature, timeless
appeal, eco-friendly materials, and adaptability
to various settings.

Best Design Moves Principles to enhance the
style's aesthetic and cohesion.

Natural wood cladding, large glass windows, a
blend of rough stone and smooth stucco, muted
earthy tones, and thoughtful landscaping with
native plants.

Watch-Outs Challenges to consider when
incorporating this design.

Maintaining balance between modern and
natural elements, material maintenance, higher
costs, climatic considerations, and architectural
compatibility with existing structures.
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Exterior Home Tip 3:  Mixed Materials Exteriors

Aspect Description Examples/Highlights

What It Looks Like A seamless combination of contrasting

textures and finishes, blending materials like

siding, natural stone, wood, and metal.

Proportion and balance are key to ensuring

harmony without overwhelming the design.

Sleek horizontal siding paired with
rugged natural stone; warm wood
accents softening industrial metal
panels.

Why It’s Popular Mixed materials exteriors are versatile and

customizable, allowing homeowners to reflect

their personal style while combining traditional

and modern aesthetics.

They enhance curb appeal and are perceived

as a mark of quality.

Suitable for various design styles,
from rustic farmhouse to sleek
contemporary homes.

Good Combinations Certain material pairings create timeless
appeal and complement each other effectively.

Examples include Wood and Stone,
Metal and Brick, Siding and Stucco,
Brick and Wood, and Vertical &
Horizontal Siding.

Design Tips Focus on cohesive design by creating focal
points, maintaining a consistent palette,
balancing proportions, and testing materials
for compatibility.

Use bold materials on entryways;
work within a unified color scheme.

Best Fit Most effective for tailored or high-end
aesthetics, exterior renovation projects, and
new builds aiming for a personalized
appearance while enhancing marketability.

Projects seeking balance between
modern and traditional elements or
those needing modernized exterior
designs.

Things to Watch Pitfalls include clashing styles, overuse of
materials, uneven aging/weathering, and
improper installation. Thoughtful planning can
mitigate these risks.

Choose durable, low-maintenance
materials and work with experienced
contractors.
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Exterior Home Tip 4:  Selecting the Right Exterior Style for Your Home

Section Description Key Considerations

1. Assessing Your Home's
Underlying Architecture

Understanding and working with your

home's architectural structure is

crucial to achieving a harmonious

exterior style.

Traditional homes benefit from low-

contrast exteriors, modern homes

thrive with clean lines and organic

materials, and eclectic homes shine

with mixed materials used

intentionally.

Maintain compatibility with your
home’s architecture for an
understated and unified
appearance.

2. Creating Harmony with the
Surrounding Neighborhood

It's essential to ensure your home's

exterior style complements and aligns

with the broader aesthetic of your

neighborhood.

This creates a sense of cohesion and

enhances overall appeal while

respecting local standards.

Consider neighborhood design
trends, local aesthetic
preferences, and regulations such
as HOA standards when planning
your exterior style.

3. Considering Local Climate
and Environment

Different regions call for specific styles

and materials.

Mountainous areas favor natural

textures, coastal regions require

weather-resistant exteriors, and urban

areas suit sleek, modern designs.

Choose materials and color
palettes adaptable to local
weather and environmental
factors for durability and visual
appeal.

4. Balancing Budget and
Maintenance Needs

Budgeting and understanding

maintenance requirements guide long-

term satisfaction.

Natural materials offer warmth and

authenticity but often require upkeep,

while engineered materials and metal

exteriors minimize maintenance with

Evaluate initial costs versus long-
term maintenance to determine
the best value for your
investment.
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Section Description Key Considerations

longevity.

5. Seeking Professional
Guidance

Professionals like designers,
architects, and contractors provide
insights, tools, and expertise to
personalize and streamline the design
process, ensuring cohesive and
effective results.

Utilize expertise to avoid
mistakes, visualize concepts, and
tailor solutions to style and budget
requirements.
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Exterior Home Tip 5:  Getting Professioal Help

Content Section Description

Choosing the Perfect Exterior
Style for Your Home

Your home's exterior is the first impression it makes, so selecting the right

style is an important decision. From modern to classic, rustic to

contemporary, there is a range of designs to suit every taste and add

lasting value to your property.

Hiring an experienced exterior home contractor can make this process

much smoother by helping you understand which styles complement your

home’s structure, neighborhood, and climate while aligning with your

personal preferences.

The Expertise an Exterior
Home Contractor Can Offer

Professional Design Insights:
Contractors bring expert knowledge of various styles and the
materials that best suit your home and region.
Budget Planning and Recommendations:
They can guide you toward aesthetic solutions that align with your
financial plans.
Knowledge of Energy Efficiency:
Contractors can suggest sustainable materials and designs that
promote energy efficiency.
Access to High-Quality Materials:
Their relationships with suppliers often provide access to durable,
top-tier products.
Streamlined Project Management:
From concept to completion, they manage every aspect of the
process, saving you time and stress.

Tips for Finding an
Experienced Exterior Home
Contractor

Check Reviews and Referrals:
Look for customer testimonials and ask for recommendations from
friends or family.
Verify Credentials:
Ensure they are licensed, insured, and certified by relevant industry
organizations.
View Their Portfolio:
Review previous projects to assess their style, skills, and attention
to detail.
Ask for a Detailed Estimate:
Request an itemized quote to understand costs and compare
options.
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Content Section Description

Schedule Consultations:
Meet with multiple contractors to ask questions and gauge their
communication and expertise.

Closing Thoughts Hiring a seasoned contractor is a crucial investment in your home's long-

term beauty and functionality.

A professional can offer expert advice to help you avoid costly errors and

achieve a flawless result, ensuring your project's success and creating a

home exterior you'll be proud of for years.
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