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Door Hardware Tip 1: Door Hardware Basics

Category Description Details

Exterior Door
Hardware

The first line of
defense for your
home, offering
security and style.

Deadbolts come in single-cylinder, double-cylinder, and smart
keyless options. Knobs and levers provide a basic latch
mechanism and design customization. Entry sets integrate
handles and deadbolts for a cohesive, elegant look. Hinges
ensure structural security, especially non-removable pin hinges
for outward-swinging doors. Strike plates with heavy-duty
designs enhance forced entry resistance.

Interior Door
Hardware

Focuses on privacy
and aesthetics for
interior spaces.

Privacy knobs and levers are suitable for bedrooms and
bathrooms, with emergency access. Passage knobs and levers
are ideal for non-locking areas like laundry rooms or hallways.
Dummy hardware serves decorative or functional purposes for
shallow closets and French doors. Pocket door hardware is
flush-mounted for sliding doors, offering privacy or passage
configurations. Barn door hardware combines style and space-
saving function with visible designs.

Door
Measurements

Essential for
hardware
compatibility and
proper installation.

Door handing determines the direction of door swings based on
hinge placement. Backset measures the distance from the door
edge to the center of the hardware hole, typically 2 3/8 inches
or 2 3/4 inches.

Finishes and
Aesthetic Styles

Enhances your
home's design with
cohesive and
personalized
hardware finishes.

Popular finishes include oil-rubbed bronze for a rustic feel,
polished chrome for a clean and retro vibe, and brushed nickel
for fingerprint resistance and versatility. Traditional styles
feature ornate details and brass finishes, while modern styles
favor clean lines and striking options like matte black or
polished chrome.

Installation and
Maintenance

Guidance on setup
and care for
maintaining door
hardware quality.

DIY installation is suitable for simple hardware swaps, while
complicated projects like smart locks may require professional
assistance. Maintenance involves cleaning with damp cloths,
avoiding harsh cleaners, and using dry graphite lubricant in
keyholes annually.
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Door Hardware Tip 2:  Upgrade Your Home with the Perfect Door Lever

Section Description Additional Details

Introduction to Door
Levers

Door levers are operated with a horizontal
handle that requires a simple downward
push, designed for ease of use and
accessibility.

They comply with ADA guidelines
and blend with various interior
decors.

Styles and Designs of
Door Levers

Includes modern, traditional, and
transitional styles to suit different home
aesthetics.

Modern levers are minimalist,
traditional levers are ornate, and
transitional levers combine both
styles.

Finishes for Door Levers Popular finishes include matte black,
brushed nickel, polished chrome, satin
brass, and antique bronze.

Finishes like PVD and lifetime
coatings ensure durability and
reduce tarnishing and scratches.

Advantages of Door
Levers

Ergonomic design, ease of use for all ages,
and aesthetic appeal make door levers an
ideal choice for homes.

They enhance accessibility for
children and older adults while
adding sophistication to interiors.

Disadvantages and
Considerations

Potential privacy concerns, child/pet
accessibility, and clothing snagging are
considerations with door levers.

Childproofing solutions or levers
with a return can address some of
these issues effectively.

Types of Door Levers Ranges from passage levers to privacy
levers, dummy levers, and keyed entry
levers.

Each type serves different
purposes, such as decorative,
functional, or secure requirements.

Installation and
Compatibility

Installing door levers is an easy DIY
project, but professional help may be
needed for new unbored doors.

Ensure compatibility with door
thickness and bore hole
specifications before installation.

Maintenance and Care Regular cleaning with a damp cloth and
mild soap preserves the finish and
functionality of door levers.

Tightening screws and using
lubricants can address issues like
drooping or sticking mechanisms.
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Door Hardware Tip 3:  What Are Door Knobs and Why Choose Them?

Category Description Details

The Ultimate Guide to
Door Knobs

Introduction Upgrading door hardware can improve aesthetics and
functionality without major renovations. The guide
explores design styles, durable finishes, and maintenance
tips for choosing the ideal door knobs.

Styles Modern Knobs Sleek designs with minimalist, geometric lines suitable for
contemporary spaces.

Traditional Knobs Classic spherical designs with decorative ridges, ideal for
timeless aesthetics.

Transitional Knobs A blend of classic and contemporary styles, offering
flexibility for various designs.

Rustic Knobs Textured designs with hammered or distressed finishes,
suited for farmhouse decor.

Finishes Popular Options Includes matte black for modern looks, satin nickel for
versatility, polished brass for traditional elegance, and oil-
rubbed bronze for a rustic touch.

Functionality Keyed Entry Locks with keys for external doors, ensuring home
security.

Privacy Non-keyed locks with turn-buttons for rooms requiring
solitude, like bedrooms or bathrooms.

Passage Non-locking knobs suitable for hallways, closets, and open
spaces.

Dummy Stationary knobs for decorative purposes, especially for
double doors or pantries.

Installation DIY vs. Professional Most hardware can be installed with minimal tools,
encouraging DIY projects, but professional help is optional
for complex needs.

Trusted Brands Probrico Affordable options with versatile designs and finishes.

Schlage Known for security and heavy-duty construction for
exterior locks.

Door Hardware: Levers - Knobs - Smart -Locks 4

copyright LetsRenovate.com URL:  https://www.letsrenovate.com/ideas/your-guide-to-door-hardware/



Category Description Details

Kwikset Features SmartKey technology and a diverse selection of
styles.

Baldwin High-quality brass construction with luxurious finishes for
added home value.

Emtek Highly customizable designs with mix-and-match options
for a personal touch.

Maintenance Care Tips Use a microfiber cloth with mild soap and avoid harsh
cleaners to preserve finishes. Dry immediately after
cleaning.

Troubleshooting For sticky locks, use dry graphite powder instead of liquid
lubricants for smooth operation.

Door Hardware: Levers - Knobs - Smart -Locks 5

copyright LetsRenovate.com URL:  https://www.letsrenovate.com/ideas/your-guide-to-door-hardware/



Door Hardware Tip 4:  The Ultimate Guide to Smart Door Locks

Section Details Additional Information

Overview Smart door locks provide a keyless, digital
method of entry, offering convenience and
enhanced security for homeowners.

Includes features such as touch
access, passcodes, and automatic
unlocking.

Functionality Smart locks operate using wireless
connections such as Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, Z-Wave,
or Zigbee to unlock and communicate with
other devices.

Most models are powered by
batteries and remain functional
during power outages.

Types Keypad locks, fingerprint locks, smart handle
sets, and smart deadbolts offer various styles
to meet functional and aesthetic needs.

Available in finishes such as satin
nickel, matte black, polished chrome,
and bronze for cohesive home decor.

Advantages Enhanced security features, convenience
through keyless entry, and integration with
smart home devices.

Includes auto-locking capabilities and
the ability to track who enters your
home through activity logs.

Disadvantages Higher cost compared to traditional locks,
reliance on battery power, and potential
technological vulnerabilities.

Choosing a reputable brand and
keeping software updated minimize
risks.

Installation Smart locks are typically easy to install,
requiring only basic tools and minimal time.

Designed for compatibility with most
standard doors, professional help is
optional.

Notable Brands Reputable smart lock brands include Schlage,
August, Yale, and Probrico.

Probrico offers stylish and affordable
options for budget-conscious
homeowners.

Maintenance Key maintenance practices include regular
battery replacement, firmware updates, and
gentle cleaning of electronic components.

Use soft, damp microfiber cloths, and
avoid harsh chemicals to maintain
lock functionality and finish.
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