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Container Design Tip 1: Deck and Patio Containers

Category Description Key Plants Tips & Techniques

Deck and Patio
Perennials

Transform deck and patio
areas with showy, long-
blooming flowers. The focus is
on continuous seasonal color
and mixing resilient annuals
suited for sun and container
life.

Geraniums,
petunias,
calibrachoa,
lantana,
angelonia,
gomphrena.

Use heat-loving plants for large
pots, combining height,
fullness, and trailing color.
Apply the design formula of one
upright thriller, one mounding
filler, and one trailing spiller for
balance.

Affordable Elegance Achieve sophisticated displays
affordably by selecting plants
that thrive and create lush
arrangements.

Bright
geraniums,
calibrachoa,
sweet alyssum.

Combine plants like geraniums
with calibrachoa and alyssum to
create visually stunning
arrangements that soften
hardscape edges.
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Container Design Tip 2:  Welcoming Entryway Displays

Category Description Key Plants Tips & Techniques

Welcoming
Entryway Displays

Your front door is the first

impression your home makes,

and an inviting container garden

sets a nurturing and cheerful tone

for visitors.

Entryway containers should look

welcoming and remain attractive

despite daily foot traffic.

Lobelia, pansies,
nemesia,
dianthus, dwarf
marigolds

Choose compact, tidy bloomers

for a neat appearance.

Pair pansies with dusty miller

and trailing alyssum, or blend

dianthus with dwarf marigolds

and a small spiller like bacopa.

Use lobelia for its delicate

blossoms, which soften planter

edges.
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Container Design Tip 3:  Window and Rail Box Wonders

Category Description Key Plants Tip & Techniques

Window and Rail Box
Wonders

Window and rail boxes bring

your garden closer to your

living space, creating a

transition between indoors and

outdoors.

These planters are elevated and

suitable for compact or trailing

plants to enhance their

aesthetic.

Petunias,
Calibrachoa, Lobelia,
Sweet Alyssum,
Pansies, Nemesia

Use trailing plant varieties

to soften box edges for a

cascading effect.

Mix petunias, calibrachoa,

and sweet alyssum for

vibrant displays with

continuous blooms.
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Container Design Tip 4:  Xeriscape Container Choices

Category Description Key Plants Tips & Techniques

Xeriscape Container
Choices

If you live in a hot climate or

want to reduce water usage

without sacrificing aesthetics,

xeriscape container gardens

are eco-friendly and

innovative.

These gardens feature

drought-tolerant displays for

heat-prone environments.

Lantana, gomphrena,
angelonia,
snapdragons,
Mexican floss flower
(ageratum)

Create colorful

combinations using

lantana, gomphrena, and

silvery foliage plants to

reflect sunlight and

conserve moisture.

For cooler seasons, blend

snapdragons with dusty

miller and calibrachoa for a

unique look that respects

natural resources.
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Container Design Tip 5:  Poolside Plantings

Category Description Key Plants Tip & Techniques

Poolside Plantings Decorating around a swimming pool
requires a thoughtful approach, as the
plants must endure a unique
microclimate filled with intense heat,
reflected sunlight, and the occasional
splash of chlorinated water.

Geraniums,
lantana,
angelonia,
petunias,
calibrachoa

Use taller planters to

frame spaces and

elevate plants away from

splashing.

Pair upright plants like

angelonia with mounding

petunias and trailing

sweet alyssum for a

resort-like oasis.
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Container Design Tip 6:  Simple Design Rule for Container Arrangements

Design Element Description Plant Examples Placement Advice

Thriller Upright statement plants that add
height and drama, serving as the
focal point of the arrangement.

Ornamental
grasses, spiky
dracaenas, bold
hibiscus

Place these plants at the
center or back of the
container to create structure
and draw the eye upward.

Filler Medium-height plants that fill out
the arrangement, adding texture
and bridging the space between
thriller and spiller plants.

Colorful petunias,
marigolds, coleus

Position these plants around
the thriller to form a
cohesive middle layer in the
design.

Spiller Trailing plants that cascade over
the edges of the container,
softening boundaries and adding a
flowing effect.

Trailing sweet
alyssum, ivy,
creeping jenny

Place these plants along the
outer edges of the container
to enhance the lush,
cascading effect.
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