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Mantel Decor Tip 1: Classic Christmas Mantel Decor

Decor Element Description Materials / Style Tips

Evergreen
Garlands

Drapes lush greenery across
the mantel for a festive
foundation.

Faux pine, eucalyptus
branches, berry sprigs

Mix textures to add visual
interest and a cascading
effect.

Traditional
Stockings

Hanging stockings remains
a cherished Christmas
tradition.

Buffalo check, fair isle
knits, velvet in holiday
colors

Vary heights and styles for
depth but ensure cohesive
palettes.

Candles and
Lanterns

Add soft, glowing light to
make the mantel a warm
centerpiece.

Pillar candles, taper
candles, battery-
operated lanterns

Use varying heights for
dimension; choose child-
safe options.

Color Palettes Layer traditional Christmas
colors for an instantly
festive look.

Red, green, white, and
gold

Use one or two dominant
colors with strategic
accenting for balance.

Festive Figurines Add personality and whimsy
with decorative figures.

Nutcrackers, deer
figurines (ceramic or
wooden)

Coordinate colors with other
decor elements for visual
harmony.

Wreaths Creates a focal point above
the mantel and enhances
symmetry.

Berry accents, ribbons,
or greenery

Match wreath elements with
mantel decor for a polished
look.
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Mantel Decor Tip 2:  Rustic and Natural Themes

Element Materials/Components Benefits Styling Suggestions

Natural Wood
Elements

Pine cones, birch logs,
driftwood

Adds texture and
warmth; creates a
neutral foundation

Scatter among decorations or
group for impact; pair with
holiday messages

Flocked Garlands Frosted, snow-dusted
evergreen branches

Mimics fresh snow;
adds sophistication

Position near lights or candles;
pair with burlap, wood, and
neutrals

Animal-Inspired
Miniatures

Woodland creature
figurines (deer, cardinals,
penguins, etc.)

Adds charm and
narrative interest

Group into vignettes or scatter
across displays; choose finishes
matching color schemes

Burlap Stockings Burlap with stamped
names, appliqué initials,
or embroidery

Provides a handcrafted,
rustic feel

Hang with wooden signs or
metal hooks; balance colorful
elements

Fairy Lights String lights with warm
white or amber bulbs

Casts magical sparkle;
enhances textures

Drape in garlands, glass jars, or
lanterns; create soft ambient
lighting
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Mantel Decor Tip 3:  Whimsical and Modern Styles

Decor Element Description Materials/
Finishes Styling Tips

Metallic
Decorations

Gold, silver, and copper
accents add contemporary
glamour, reflecting light
for a subtle sparkle.

Metallic finishes
like gold, silver,
and copper

Mix different metallic tones for
dimensional interest or stick to a
single finish for uniformity.
Incorporate ornaments, candle
holders, or decorative objects for a
cohesive look.

Geometric Trees Minimalist, angular
Christmas trees that serve
as sculptural modern
decor pieces.

Wire, wood,
metal

Group varying heights for impactful
compositions or feature one large
piece as a mantel centerpiece.

Modern Banners Letter boards or garlands
spelling out festive
phrases with simplicity
and elegance.

Metallics, black
and white, soft
pastels

Use messages like "Merry & Bright" or
"Joy" to add personality. Choose
materials and fonts that complement
your overall aesthetic.

Mercury Glass
Trees

Silvery, textured
bottlebrush trees that
balance vintage charm
with modern sensibility.

Mercury glass
finishes

Group together for a cohesive look or
intersperse with other elements.
Incorporate varying sizes for height
variation.

Sleek Candle
Holders

Architectural candle
holders that turn taper
candles into contemporary
design features.

Marble, brass,
matte black
metal

Group holders in different heights for
dynamic rhythm. Choose clean lines
and sophisticated finishes to align
with modern aesthetics.
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Mantel Decor Tip 4:  Cozy and Textural Touches

Decor Element Description Benefits Tips

Faux Fur and Plaid Draping faux fur throws or
plaid blankets near your
fireplace extends your
mantel's cozy atmosphere
into the surrounding
space. These textiles
introduce warmth, pattern,
and softness.

Invites relaxation and
creates a cohesive,
inviting mood.
Complements the
overall mantel palette
and extends the decor
theme into the room.

Pair with pillows in similar
fabrics and colors to
reinforce the theme. Match
colors to your mantel
palette for a coordinated
look.

Tabletop Decor Small decorative Christmas
trees, figurines, and
seasonal objects arranged
on your mantel create
layered vignettes for a
festive display.

Provides visual interest
with varied heights and
groupings. Adds
intentional charm and
reinforces seasonal
themes.

Group items in odd
numbers and leave
breathing room to avoid
clutter. Link items by color,
theme, or scale for
cohesive arrangements.

Layered Garlands Combining multiple
garland types, such as
evergreen bases with
baubles, ribbons, or
ornaments, creates rich,
abundant displays.

Enhances visual depth,
adds sparkle and color,
and introduces texture
for a striking
presentation.

Begin with a natural
evergreen foundation, then
layer decorative garlands
for added textures and
vibrancy. Choose elements
that complement the style
of the room.

Decorative Paper
Stars

Lightweight paper stars or
ornaments hung above or
along the mantel add a
whimsical and dimensional
touch to the display.

Draws the eye upward,
creates movement, and
expands the visual
presence of the mantel
arrangement.

Select stars in
complementary sizes and
colors to avoid
overwhelming the
composition. Hang at
varying heights for dynamic
visuals.
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Mantel Decor Tip 5:  Unique Accents and DIY Ideas

Feature Description Benefits Examples

Unique Accents and
DIY Ideas

Personalizing your mantel
with handmade elements and
unique finds transforms your
display into something truly
one-of-a-kind. These special
touches reflect family
traditions and creativity.

Creates meaningful decor,
showcases household
personality, offers budget-
friendly alternatives, and
encourages bonding
through seasonal
activities.

Handmade garlands,
repurposed
sentimental items,
vintage candlesticks
from local markets,
handmade wreaths.

Advent Calendars Using an advent calendar as
a decorative and interactive
feature on your mantel can
also anchor one side while
balancing the display
aesthetically.

Engages family members
daily, serves as a
functional and beautiful
focal point, and
complements seasonal
design themes.

Minimalist wooden
calendars, elaborate
Christmas village
displays, or traditional
numbered pouches
filled with treats.

Framed Art Displaying holiday artwork,
family photos, or festive
signs enhances the visual
appeal of your mantel with
personal and seasonal
touches.

Infuses nostalgia or
contemporary charm,
offers versatile decoration
options, and keeps the
space feeling fresh with
seasonal updates.

Black-and-white family
photos, colorful holiday
prints, or framed
festive quotes leaning
casually or hung
traditionally.

Seasonal Blooms Fresh or faux seasonal
flowers, arranged in festive
vessels, add organic beauty
and holiday charm to your
mantel.

Brings natural elegance,
complements various
decorating styles, and
softens structured
decorative elements with
fluid, natural forms.

Amaryllis, paperwhites,
winter berries;
mercury glass vases,
rustic pitchers, or
ceramic containers.

Personalized
Stockings

Customizing stockings with
patterns, monograms, or
embroidered family names
elevates this tradition and
creates heirlooms.

Makes the mantel
personal, celebrates
family identity, and fosters
shared holiday memories.

Hand-knitted
stockings, embroidered
monograms, initials
added to purchased
stockings, or fully
custom-designed
versions.
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Mantel Decor Tip 6:  Decorating Your Mantel for Christmas with a Thematic

Touch

Step Description Key Tips Examples

Choose Your Christmas
Theme

Select a theme that
reflects your personal style
and coordinates with your
home’s decor.

Keep the theme
consistent across all
decorations for unity.

Vintage (heirlooms, warm
tones), Rustic (greenery,
pinecones, wood), Glam
(metallics, glittering
ornaments).

Select a Color Palette for
Consistency

Establish a cohesive look
by choosing a Christmas
palette that complements
your room’s existing
colors.

Match tree
ornaments, garlands,
and other decor to the
selected palette.

Classic red and green, Icy
blues with silver, Warm
neutrals with gold.

Layer Your Mantel Decor
Thoughtfully

Build layers with greenery,
lights, and decor to create
depth and interest.

Balance decorations
for symmetry or a
dynamic asymmetrical
look.

Garlands as base, fairy
lights, statement wreath,
candles, stockings.

Complement the Room's
Atmosphere

Extend the mantel’s theme
and palette throughout the
room for seamless design.

Use consistent
textures and details
across all areas of
decor.

Matching tree skirts, table
settings, throw pillows,
and ribbons.

Add Personal Touches
and Seasonal Accents

Personalize your decor
with family traditions,
heirlooms, and handmade
items.

Enhance atmosphere
with natural, seasonal
elements.

Framed photos, vintage
ornaments, pinecones,
cinnamon sticks, dried
citrus.

Final Touches and
Lighting

Use lighting to enhance
the ambiance and
showcase your decor’s
best features.

Opt for battery-
powered lights with
timers for
convenience and
safety.

Warm white lights,
candles, softly glowing
fairy lights.
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