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Choosing Flooring Type Tip 1: Luxury Vinyl Plank: The Modern Marvel
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Description

Luxury Vinyl Plank

(LVP)

Moisture
Resistance

Durability

Realistic
Appearance

Environmental
Concerns

Fading Issues

Glue-Down

Click-Lock

Rigid Core

DIY-Friendly

Professional

Application

Material Costs

Labor Costs

Long-Term Value

Details

A flooring material that mimics the look of natural wood or stone while
offering enhanced durability and waterproof capabilities.

Ideal for bathrooms, kitchens, and basements, as it resists water and
prevents damage.

Highly resistant to scratches, dents, and wear, making it well-suited
for households with kids and pets.

Features realistic wood or stone finishes, providing a luxury look
without the premium price.

LVP production involves PVC, a non-biodegradable material, raising
questions about environmental impacts.

Prolonged exposure to direct sunlight can cause surface discoloration
over time.

Offers a secure, permanent installation suitable for high-traffic areas.

Features interlocking planks, making it highly DIY-friendly and easy to
install.

Includes a composite core (stone-plastic or wood-plastic) for
additional stability.

Minimal tools required with click-lock systems, making it accessible
even for beginners.

Glue-down applications may require professional expertise for optimal
results.

Ranges from $2 to $7 per square foot.

Professional installation adds $2 to $3 per square foot, but DIY
methods can save cost.

Top brands often include lifetime residential warranties, adding
significant long-term value to your flooring choice.
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Choosing Flooring Type Tip 2: Hardwood Flooring: Timeless Elegance
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Category Details

Pros Hardwood floors offer timeless appeal, complementing various home decor styles. They

are highly durable, lasting for decades with proper care.

Solid hardwood can be sanded and refinished multiple times, refreshing its appearance.
These floors increase property resale value and come in numerous styles, including

different wood species, finishes, and plank sizes.

Cons Hardwood flooring is expensive in terms of both material and installation. It is not
suitable for high-moisture areas and can be susceptible to scratches and dents in high-

traffic zones or from heavy furniture.

Regular maintenance and refinishing are required, and improperly installed floors may

produce creaking sounds.

Types Options include solid hardwood, made from a single piece of wood and allowing multiple
refinishes, and engineered hardwood, which has a real wood veneer over layers of

plywood for stability in humid conditions.

Exotic woods, such as Brazilian Cherry and Teak, offer unique grains and colors at a
higher cost. Pre-finished floors provide convenience, while unfinished options allow

customization after installation.

Installation Common installation methods include nail-down, glue-down, and floating techniques.
Nail-down is primarily used for solid wood, while glue-down works for engineered wood

on various subfloors.

Floating involves clicking planks together without attaching them to the subfloor.

Professional installation is recommended due to the complexity and precision required.
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Category Details

Durability Hardwood floors are strong, with species like Red Oak, White Oak, and Hickory being

particularly resistant to wear.

Engineered wood with a thicker wear layer ensures longevity, and protective finishes

such as polyurethane guard against scratches, moisture, and general wear.

Maintenance Regular cleaning with hardwood-specific products and avoiding excessive water help

preserve floors.

Rugs and furniture pads protect from scratches, and periodic refinishing every 7-10
years restores their appearance. Proper upkeep maintains the beauty and functionality of

the flooring.

Other Eco-conscious homeowners can choose FSC-certified woods from sustainable sources.

Considerations o rqwood floors are allergy-friendly as they do not trap allergens like carpets.

Some wood types naturally develop a richer color over time due to sunlight and

oxidation.

Costs Material costs range from $4 to $15 per square foot based on wood type and finish.

Installation typically costs an additional $5 to $10 per square foot.

Other expenses, such as underlayment and vapor barriers, can increase the budget.
However, hardwood floors are a long-term investment that enhances home value

significantly.
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Choosing Flooring Type Tip 3: Laminate Flooring: The Affordable All-Rounder
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Introduction
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Considerations

Description
Affordable Style

and Durability

Key Benefits

Limitations

Variety of Options

DIY-Friendly

Process

Performance
Features

Care and Upkeep

Additional Notes

Details

Laminate flooring offers a budget-friendly way to achieve the look of
premium wood, enhanced by modern core materials providing
better water resistance and durability.

Affordable pricing, realistic aesthetics, simple installation, durability,
low maintenance, and eco-friendly options make laminate flooring
an attractive choice.

Laminate flooring is sensitive to moisture, can produce sound issues
without underlayment, cannot be resurfaced, and has relatively
lower resale value compared to hardwood.

Includes high-pressure laminate (HPL) for durability, direct-pressure
laminate (DPL) for cost-efficiency, textured designs for realistic
looks, and water-resistant options for high-moisture areas.

Requires preparation of subfloor, utilizes click-lock systems for easy
assembly, adopts a floating floor system, and may involve
underlayment for noise and moisture protection.

Scratch and fade-resistant layers ensure long-lasting performance,
with typical lifespan ranging from 15 to 25 years, depending on
quality and care.

Easy to clean with sweeping and laminate-safe cleaners; preventive
care, like using felt pads and entrance mats, reduces damage, while
individual plank replacement handles minor repairs.

Environmental certifications ensure low-VOC emissions, various
texture options are available, but laminate floors may not be well-
suited for consistently moist areas.

Costs Affordability Material costs range from $1 to $5 per square foot, with
professional installation costing around $2-$3 per square foot; low
initial costs are balanced by eventual replacement needs.

copyright URL: https://lwww.letsrenovate.com/ideas/choosing-the-perfect-floor-guide-to-lvp-hardwood-laminate-and-engineered-wood/

LetsRenovate.com



Choosing the Perfect Floor

Choosing Flooring Type Tip 4. Engineered Wood: The Stable Sibling
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Description

Engineered wood offers a
balance of beauty and
stability.

Key advantages of
engineered wood.

Potential drawbacks of
engineered wood.

Variations in engineered
wood construction.

Installation methods for
engineered wood.

Engineered wood's
longevity and resistance.

Steps to maintain the
elegance of engineered
wood.

Pricing information for
materials and labor.

Details

It features a real wood veneer over a layered core,
providing natural aesthetics while resisting warping or
buckling in areas with fluctuating humidity.

Includes authentic wood look, moisture resistance,
affordability, eco-friendliness, versatile installation
methods, and wide variety of options.

Refinishing limitations, potential for wear in low-quality
materials, vulnerability to excessive moisture, and higher
cost compared to some alternatives.

Includes plywood core, HDF core, three-layer
construction, and multi-layer construction for enhanced
stability and durability.

Methods include nail-down, glue-down, floating floors,
and staple-down, providing flexibility based on
preferences and subfloor types.

Durable with a lifespan of 20—40 years, resistant to
warping, and enhanced scratch resistance with durable
finishes.

Regular dusting, avoiding excess moisture, using
protective measures, and refinishing when possible
ensure long-lasting beauty.

Material cost ranges from $3 to $12 per square foot, with
installation adding $3 to $8 per square foot. Offers a
cost-effective alternative to solid hardwood.
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Choosing Flooring Type Tip 5:  Making Your Flooring Decision
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Room Recor_nmended Key Benefits
Flooring
Living Room Hardwood, Engineered Hardwood offers timeless elegance, is durable, and pairs
Wood, Laminate, beautifully with rugs. Engineered wood provides the
Luxury Vinyl Plank aesthetic of hardwood but resists moisture and
(LVP) temperature changes better. Laminate is cost-effective,
scratch-resistant, and adaptable to various decor styles.
LVP mimics wood or tile while being soft, durable, and
resistant to pet claws and spills.
Kitchen Luxury Vinyl Plank LVP is waterproof, stain-resistant, and easy to clean, with
(LVP), Engineered textured options to reduce slipperiness. Engineered wood
Wood, Laminate resists moisture while adding warmth and complements
open-concept spaces. Laminate is an affordable choice
with water-resistant coatings.
Bedroom Hardwood, Engineered Hardwood offers a calming, natural aesthetic and pairs
Wood, Luxury Vinyl well with area rugs. Engineered wood provides similar
Plank (LVP), Carpet aesthetics with added durability. LVP is durable, noise-
reducing, and comfortable underfoot. Carpet adds
unmatched softness and insulation and comes in eco-
friendly options.
Bathroom Luxury Vinyl Plank LVP is 100% waterproof and non-slip, making it ideal for
(LVP), Porcelain/ bathrooms. Porcelain or ceramic tile is highly durable and
Ceramic Tile, water-resistant. Engineered wood is a suitable option for
Engineered Wood half-baths or powder rooms with lower humidity.
Recreation Room Luxury Vinyl Plank LVP withstands heavy furniture, high traffic, and spills,
(LVP), Laminate, while blending with contemporary themes. Laminate is
Carpet Tiles scratch-resistant and budget-friendly, perfect for game
activities. Carpet tiles are functional for playrooms with
cushioning and easy tile replacement if damaged.
Budget Laminate, Luxury Vinyl Laminate balances affordability with a wood or stone
Considerations Plank (LVP), Tile appearance and easy installation. LVP provides mid-tier
durability, aesthetics, and affordability. Ceramic tiles offer
a durable and budget-friendly solution for kitchens and
bathrooms.
Other Factors Pet-Friendly, Eco- LVP and Laminate resist pet scratches and stains. Eco-
Friendly, Allergy- conscious options include bamboo and cork flooring.
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Recommended

Room Flooring Key Benefits
Hardwood, Engineered Wood, and LVP are easy to clean,
reducing allergens. Hardwood and Engineered Wood

contribute the most to resale value.

Friendly, Resale Value
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