
Types of Bird Feeder

Bird Feeder
Type Best For Key Features Maintenance Needs

Hopper
Feeders

Cardinals, Finches,
Sparrows

Central reservoir, weather-protected,
versatile feed types

Moderate; clean periodically
to avoid mold

Tube Feeders Chickadees, Titmice,
Nuthatches

Multiple feeding ports, protected
design

Easy to clean; prevents seed
waste

Platform
Feeders

Doves, Jays, Ground-
feeding Birds

Open flat design, suitable for various
feed types

Regular cleaning; best for
dry conditions

Suet Feeders Woodpeckers, Wrens,
Nuthatches

Wire cage construction, holds high-
energy suet cakes

Minimal; clean after suet
replacement

Nyjer
Feeders

Finches, Goldfinches,
Pine Siskins

Fine ports for nyjer seeds, minimizes
waste

Easy cleanup; weather-
resistant

Window
Feeders

Variety of smaller birds Clear design for close observation,
suction cup attachment

Clean regularly to maintain
clarity

Bird Feeder Placement

Aspect Recommendations

Placement 10–12 feet from shrubs or trees; avoid exposure to harsh weather; accessible for
cleaning

Height 4–6 feet above ground to deter ground-based predators

Protection
Measures

Use baffles, sturdy hooks, and predator-proof designs; keep areas free of chemicals

Maintenance Regularly clean feeders to prevent disease spread
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Types Bird Seed

Seed Type Attracts Notes

Black Oil
Sunflower

Cardinals, chickadees, nuthatches,
finches

High-energy, easy to crack open, suitable for most
feeders

Nyjer Goldfinches, house finches, purple
finches

Tiny seeds, requires special mesh feeders, replace
frequently

Safflower Cardinals, grosbeaks, doves Bitter-tasting, deters squirrels and less desirable
birds

Millet Sparrows, juncos, mourning doves Ground-feeding birds prefer it; scatter or use tray
feeders

Suet Pellets Woodpeckers, nuthatches, wrens High-energy, cold season feeding option; not
technically a seed

Decorative Houses for Garden Decor

Style Description Functionality

Traditional Wooden Timeless wooden structures with
natural charm

Can attract species like wrens and chickadees if
dimensions are correct

Cottage-Style Whimsical designs resembling mini
cottages

Primarily decorative but adds character

Modern and
Minimalist

Contemporary sleek designs with
clean lines

Focused on aesthetics with limited nesting utility

Themed Artistic and quirky shapes or
replicas

Works as a fun, creative statement piece

Natural and Eco-
Friendly

Designs using sustainable,
reclaimed materials

Promotes eco-conscious landscaping efforts
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Birds Houses and Shelter

Bird Species Recommended Shelter Type Placement Tips

Bluebirds Nest boxes with small entrance holes Place 4-6 feet off the ground in open areas

Cardinals Dense shrubs or trees Use native bushes like elderberry or dogwood

Chickadees Birdhouses with 1.25-inch entrance holes Quiet spots with nearby tree cover

Doves Open nesting platforms or shallow baskets Place in open, sheltered areas

Finches Natural plantings like sunflowers or
milkweed

Maintain foliage with free access to native plants

Nuthatches Cavity-based birdhouses or tree cover Install 10-20 feet high on tree trunks

Owls Large nesting boxes Stable mounting in wooded areas 10+ feet high

Purple
Martins

Multi-compartment birdhouses or gourd
colonies

Use open areas with no overhead obstructions

Robins Open nesting platforms Place near calm, rain-shielded spots

Sparrows Small nesting boxes, close together Position in human-tolerant areas of the yard

Tree
Swallows

Nest boxes near water sources Install close to ponds or streams

Woodpeckers Log-style birdhouses or preserved snags Attach to tree trunks in wooded spaces

Wrens Small birdhouses with dense greenery
nearby

Minimize box dimensions and ensure proximity
to shrubs

Other Species Varied natural landscapes Include hedgerows, tall grass, or coniferous trees
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Types Bird Baths

Type Key Features Best For

Classic Pedestal Baths Elevated traditional design, shallow basins,
textured surfaces

Elegance and versatility

Hanging Bird Baths Suspended, lightweight, safe from ground
predators

Small spaces or predator
concerns

Ground-Level Bird
Baths

Mimics natural water sources; larger size; durable Attracting diverse bird species

Solar-Powered Bird
Baths

Integrated fountains; sustainable and dynamic Reducing stagnation, visual
appeal

Heated Bird Baths Prevents freezing; thermostatic controls Ensuring year-round water
availability

Deck-Mounted Bird
Baths

Space-efficient; attaches to deck railings Compact placement and
convenience

Decorative Bird Baths Artistic designs; doubles as garden decor Garden aesthetics and
functionality

Water Reservoirs

Feature Key Characteristics Benefits for Birds

Garden
Fountains

Flowing water; adjustable flow
settings

Attracts birds with sound and movement; safe
hydration

Ponds Natural design; aquatic plants for
cover

Provides accessible points for drinking, bathing, and
wading

Waterfalls Continuous flow; perch-friendly
ledges

Ensures fresh water; enhances backyard aesthetics and
bird appeal
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Bird Perches

Perch Type Description Key Considerations

Natural Tree
Branches

Mimics birds' natural habitat and provides a
familiar resting spot.

Vary thickness, use non-toxic untreated
wood, place thoughtfully.

Decorative
Driftwood

Rustic and artistic perches that blend
seamlessly into garden aesthetics.

Clean thoroughly, ensure no sharp
edges, position near gathering areas.

Artificial Standing
Perches

Sturdy and styled perches made from durable
materials.

Use UV-resistant materials, locate for
visibility and shade.

Feeding Perches Integrated perches with feeders for
comfortable and functional resting spots
during feeding.

Regular cleaning, wide enough for
hosting larger birds if needed.

Recycled and Up-
cycled Perches

Custom perches utilizing re-purposed
materials such as ladders or broom handles.

Treat materials safely, ensure stability
and durability.

Natural Bird Perch

Component Details

Material Selection Hardwood varieties (oak, maple, birch); avoid treated, diseased, or brittle limbs

Preparation Remove splinters, clean with water and mild soap, sun-dry

Mounting Attach to fences, posts, or tree trunks; position at varying heights

Maintenance Inspect for damage, clean regularly, replace if decayed

Environmental
Benefit

Promotes sustainability, re-purposes natural materials, encourages ecological
diversity
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Hummingbird Needs

Aspect Details

Plants Use native, tubular flowering plants like trumpet vines or bee balms with staggered bloom
times. Avoid chemicals.

Feeders Provide a solution of 4 parts water to 1 part sugar; clean frequently. Avoid red dyes.

Water Source Incorporate misters, drippers, or shallow fountains for drinking and bathing.

Safety
Measures

Use open spaces for visibility and dense shrubs for safety. Avoid reflective hazards like
windows.

Best Flowers for Hummingbirds

Flower Best Growing Conditions Appeal to Hummingbirds

Bee Balm Full sun, well-drained soil Nectar-rich tubular flowers with bold colors

Cardinal Flower Moist soil, partial to full sun Vivid red spikes ideal for hummingbird feeding

Zinnia Full sun, widely adaptable Bright, long-lasting flowers

Salvia Sunny areas, drought-tolerant Tubular blooms in red and purple hues

Bleeding Heart Part shade, moist soil Unique, early-season heart-shaped flowers

Butterfly Bush Full sun Summer-fall nectar source; fragrant blooms

Trumpet Creeper Sun to part shade, drought-tolerant Large, vibrant trumpet-shaped flowers

Lupine Sun to partial shade, well-drained Vertical, tubular blooms in diverse colors

Eastern Red Columbine Part shade, woodland areas Early bloom, native red and yellow flowers

Petunia Full sun, adaptable Continuous blooms in a variety of bright colors
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Attracting Owls

Aspect Details

Nesting Sites Install untreated wood nesting boxes elevated 10-15 feet, or preserve natural hollow trees
in quiet areas surrounded by tall trees or open fields.

Food Source Avoid chemicals to preserve prey such as rodents and insects; plant native ground covers
to promote biodiversity and attract owl prey items.

Safety Provide dense shrubs for shelter; minimize outdoor lighting; use window decals or films to
prevent collisions.

Water Source Add shallow birdbaths, ponds, or features in secure locations for drinking and bathing;
ensure they remain clean and accessible.

Quiet
Environment

Reduce noise pollution in the evenings; control pets to prevent disturbances.

Attracting Bats

Category Key Requirements

Shelter Install bat houses in sunlit, elevated areas; use untreated wood with rough surfaces for
roosting.

Food Sources Grow native plants to attract insects; avoid pesticides that harm bats or reduce insect
populations.

Water
Availability

Provide open, clean water sources like ponds or fountains; ensure open flight access for
drinking.

Environment Maintain quiet, dark conditions at night; limit pet access and reduce disturbances near
roosting areas.
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